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Kabarfti, envoy discuss tourism 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Abdul Karim Ai 
K abari n received in his office Monday German Counsellor in Amman 
Matthias Meyer and reviewed with him arrangements for the opening of 
Limn pin archaeological museum, which the German government 
helped establish. Kabariti thanked the German government for the 
assistance it extended to Jordan in the fields of tourism and archaeology . 
The mmwor he akrt discussed with the German diplomat means to 
reinvigorate German tourism to Jordan. “Results of our efforts will be 
visible soon," be told the Jordan Tunes. German tour operators have 
cancelled plans to bring in about 30,000 German tourists to the Dead Sea 
in the wake of the Gulf crisis. 


a Be 





jfiagt 

nfev Bed Crescent helps 
jendfoodtolraq 
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: tobl e Ik? c AMMAN (J.T.) — A shipment 
giving of relief supplies has been sent to 
,ub„r \ 4e Iraqi Red Crescent Society in 
was Bagdad as a gift from rite Pakis- 
for tnto?^c tain Red Crescent Society to 

t rhvrn* Pakistani nationals living in Iraq, 

actfa? 1 * Kconfing to the Jordan National 
"bat Crescent Society (JNRCS), 

- I ™ h ~- phich organised the transporta- 
tion of the supplies. JNRCS Vice- 
president Dr. Mohammad Mut- 
hq Al Hatfid, said that the ship- 
ment, sent upon the request of 
rise Pakistani embassy in Am- 
inan, consisted of 21 tonnes food- 
Btnff and was transported under 
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e ; ^ INR.CS sapexvisioDL Hadid said 

t!!. is i ® * statement that the JNRCS 
ns wflfing to make other huma- 
nitarian deliveries to foreign 
mtkmals in Iraq through the Ira- 
qi Red Crescent Society. 
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TUNIS (R) — The row over 
hiur"**' transferring the Arab League’s 
nn P°fcf 1 headquarters from Tunis to Cairo 


League observes 
pause 

In row over HQ 


iad 


'tlrtn 

ngered 

a ! s 


— A . :;lniaa 


A 

not 


l - will be put on the back burner 

lWwl >j when the league’s ministerial 
‘■omnunnj.ji council meets on Monday night, 
tfiplomais said. Diplomats said 
the issue would not be raised at 
Monday’s meeting which would 
probably mean the move would 
be delayed beyond the deadline 
of Oct 31. On behalf of the five 
members of die Arab Maghreb 
.Union, Algeria Saturday asked 
ARMncaos a W the transfer procedure be 
' . M2do ® appended tiie next meeting 
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Shamir to bring In 
more Ethiopians 


IS, AVIV (AP) — Israeli Prime 
XMitfcr 'Yitzhak Shamir said 
hfltfwas “doing all it can” to 
dor thousands of Ethiopian 
Jew suffering from disease and 
tanger to emigrate, an aide said 
Monday. About 500 Ethiopian 
imaagrants demonstrated outride 
his office Sunday. Israeli officials 
estimate about 22,000 Jews re- 
main in Ethiopia. Most are 
stranded in the capital of Addis 
Ababa, where they travelled 
I'-i^irionatoe Vfroai outlying villages to await 
•.Tijuionori § departs®® to Israel. Some 17,000 
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Edriopian Jews Hve in Israel. 
About half came daring the sec- 
ret “Operation Moses” rescue, 
mission in 1984-35. 

Iran to hold fair 
in Soviet Azerbaijan 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran will hold a 
trade fair in Baku, capital of 
neighbouring Soviet Azerbaijan 
°ext month, the Iranian news 
spicy IRNA said Monday. The 
hir, opening on Nov. 11, reflects 
growing ties between Iran and the 
Soviet Union and heralds in- 
creased trade between the soutb- 
eni Soviet republic and the Ira- 
man province of east Azerbaijan. 

Ollfalls record 
$ a barrel 

YORK (R) — The price of 


iM r 


zKtf 


/NEW x _^ 

{dunged $5 a barrel in h e ctic 
jad panicky New York trading on 
Monday, the biggest one-day fall 
® the history of the New York 
mercantile exchange. In early 
tfternoon trading, the ben- 
d®aik November contract was 
down 15.24 at $28.55 a barrel in 
Prenodrivea selling. Officials at 
dm exchange said that if ofl 
at this level it would bp the 
msgest drop since crude oil began 
J*fing in 1983 . The previous 
"8W ane-day fell was a drop of 
W on Ang. 27. 

Pakistani army 
Vteployed 
^sensitive areas 

JARACHI (R) — Pakistan has 
ffloyed more Hum 20,000 sol- 
to check violence during 
Bat “nal Sections Wednesday, an 
spokesman said Monday. 
Jte army has been deployed... 
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Sultan suggests Kuwait 
could make concessions 


f j ^ ® barracks. 


NICOSIA (Agencies} — 
Arabia, in its most condhajory 
remarks since the Gulf crisis 
erupted, has suggested Kuwait 
could make “territorial conces- 
sions” to Iraq. 

Saudi Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz said Arab 
countries were ready to grant 
Iraq “all its rights” but added that 
there was no question about its 
nucooditiooal withdrawal from 
Kuwait. 

Saudi Arabia “sees no harm in 
any Arab country giving its Arab 
sister land, a site or a position on 
the sea," the prince told Arab 
journalists in Riyadh Sunday. 

Soviet news reports say Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein told a 
Soviet envoy be might be willing 
to withdraw if Iraq was allowed to 
keep Bubiyui and Warba tdan/te 
and part of an oilfield along the 
disputed border. Iraq denied the 
report 

Prince Sultan said no timi» had 
been set for military action in the 
Gulf. He urged “seeking peace 
through all m eans ” 

“The Arab countries are ready 
to give Iraq all its rights. Any 
Arab who has a ririm on his 
brother should take it by under- 
standing not force,” the Qatari 
News Agency (QNA) quoted him 
as saying. 

“Sarnfi Arabia supports giving 
rights to their owners and backs 
Arab national security, including 
making fraternal Arab conces- 
sions whether to meet co nfir med 
or doubtful rights," he said. 


Prince Sultan said he was 
“pained” by trade sanctions 
clamped on Iraq but said they 
were better than bloodshed is 
pressuring it to withdraw its 
forces from Kuwait. 

“It causes us deep pain to see 
the Iraqi or any other nation 
faring a world-wide trade embar- 
go,” the prince said. 

“But the premise for the 
embargo is peace, not war. 
Perhaps it is meant to spare the 
shedding of Iraqi blood,” said 
Sultan, third highest in the Saudi 
leadership after King Fabd and 
Crown Prince Abdullah. 

Prince Sultan's remarks con- 
trasted with Riyadh’s previous 
harsh criticism of Iraq. 

The prince said Saudi Arabia, 
in firing its borders,” gave part of 
its territorial land and waters out 
of its free will.” Saudi Arabia has 
conceded territory in the past to 
the United Arab Emirates, Egypt 
and Kuwait. 

Replying to a question on 
peace moves, he was quoted as 
saying: “Any solution which does 
not provide for unconditional 
withdrawal and reinstating legi- 
timacy is unacceptable and re- 
jected by Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf states as well as the Arab 
Nation." 

He said trade sanctions im- 
posed on Baghdad were aimed at 
averting the shedding of Iraqi 
blood. 

Prince Sultan urged the Iraqi 
leadership to be “rational, with- 
draw from a fraternal Arab state. 


preserve Arab blood and not 
forget the vital Palestine cause.” 

“We were all pleased with 
Iraq's withdrawal from Iranian 
territory and giving the fraternal 
Muslim country what it believes 
to be its right." 

The prince also categorically 
denied any plans to form an 
Arab- foreign security alliance in 
the region. 

Such an idea has been attri- 
buted to U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker but denied by 
Washington, and the minister 
said “it is not acceptable that an 
Arab country enters into an 
alliance with a non- Arab power.” 

The Arabs should move within 
the framework of the Arab 
League and the Joint Arab De- 
fence Pact, he said. 

Kuwait's toppled leaders have 
rejected any solution of the Gulf 
crisis short of Iraq's complete 
withdrawal, the Saudi Press Agen- 
cy (SPA) said. 

It said a responsible source in 
the toppled Kuwaiti government 
issued tiie rejection Sunday in 
response to reports of a new- 
initiative to end the crisis. 

The agency said the source 
cited resolutions adopted by the 
Arab League and the U.N. 
Security Council that “demanded 
the immediate and ntvymrftripnfli 
withdrawal of Iraqi troops from 
all Kuwaiti territories and sup- 
ported the restoration of legiti- 
mate authority to the State of 
Kuwait.” 


Violence rages in occupied lands 


Hrawi works on disarming 
militias, freeing hostages 


BEIRUT (AP) — President Elias 
Hrawi’s government Monday 
worked out plans to disarm tens 
of thousands of gunmen in Leba- 
non’s militias and free Western 
hostages held by extremists to 
end 15 years of civil war. 

Lebanese Prime Minister Salim 
Al Hoss was in Damascus for 
talks with Syrian leaders to speed 
up the reunification of Beirut 
following tiie crushing Oct. 3 of 
rebel General Michel Aoun, the 
key opponent of an Arab League- 
brokered peace plan. 

“AH militias will be disbanded 
by peaceful means, but well use 
other means if we face objec- 
tions,” Hrawi told Syria's state- 
run television network while he 
was in Damascus for talks at the 
weekend. 

“I warn everybody that no 
opposition by the gun or the 
cannon will be tolerated,” be 
warned. 

Even though Hrawi is backed 
by Syrian firepower, disarming 
the private armies which have 
been responsible for much of the 
death and destruction in 1 5% 
years of civil war and freeing 
however many of the 13 missing 
Westerners who are still alive will 
be no easy task. 

Few, if any, of the tens of 
thousands of fighters in the dozen 
or so major militias will relish 
handing over their weapons, 
which range from automatic 
weapons to tanks and heavy artil- 


lery, and leave themselves de- 
fenseless against their rivals. 

But it is essential if Hrawi is to 
succeed in implementing the 
peace plan to end the conflict in 
which as many as 150,000 have 
been killed. 

A Hrawi aide said the decision 
was taken during two days of 
talks in Damascus between Hrawi 
and Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad, who renewed a pledge to 
support efforts to end the rivfl 
war. 

But only boors before Hrawi 
returned to Beirut Sunday night, 
unidentified gunmen, assassinated 
Christian leader Dany Chamonn, 
his wife and two small sons at 
their home in suburban Baabda 
east of Beirut. 

The slayings underlined the 
murderous nature of Lebanese 
politics despite Hrawi’s Syrian- 
backed efforts to end more than a 
decade and a half of anarchy. 

The Chamouns were killed by 
awaadrw with silencer-tipped pis- 
tols a week after the Syrians and 
Hrawi’s troops crushed an 11- 
month mutiny by Aoun, remov- 
ing a major obstacle to the peace 
plan. 

Chamoun, youngest sou of the 
late President Camille Chamoun, 
was a staunch Aoun supporter. 

Many Christians staged a one- 
day shutdown Monday to protest 
the slaughter of the family. 

Hoss met in Damascus Monday 
with Syrian Vice-President Abdul 


Halim Khaddam to work out bow 
to aocelarate the reunification of 
Beirut, which began immediately 
after Aoun's downfall. Hoss was 
scheduled to meet with Assad 
later. 

The official Syrian Arab News 
Agency (SANA) reported that 
the Lebanese army will now 
“assume security tasks in Aoun's 
former areas. The next step is to 
form a government which would 
include key militia leaders. This 
government will take the decision 
to disband the militias and imple- 
ment that decision.” 

A source dose to Hoss said: 
“The new government will decide 
how to disband the militias and 
how long the process should 
take.” 

The Hrawi aide said the gov- 
ernment plans to ask Samir 
Geagea, leader of the Lebanese 
Forces militia, to turn over the 
east Beirut districts of Ashra- 
fiyeh, Nabaa and Dora which his 
men bold to the Lebanese army 
within two weeks. 

“If the Lebanese Forces agree 
to a peaceful handover, then 
there will be no need for Syrian 
troops to enter east Beirut like 
they did with Aoun's zone. The 
ball's in Geagea's court," the aide 
said. 

Geagea has publidy said he is 
willing to withdraw his militia- 
men. Box sources at his head- 

(Coatimied on page 3) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agen- 
cies) — A Palestinian youth stabbed 
an Israeli with a bayooet-szyte blade 
in Jerusalem Monday despise a police 
ban on Arabs from the oc cu pi e d 
territories entering the ary, police 
said. 

The closure was prompted by the 
fatal stabbing Sunday of three Jews 
by a Palestinian in a southern Jeru- 
salem neighbourhood. 

A Palestinian teenager was SdSed 
and 19 others were hospitalised wuh 
wounds from wuh Israeli 

troops Monday in the occupied West 
Bank, Arab reports said. 

Jews sumed Arab cars and bea* 
several Arab pedes trains. Israel 
Radio said. It blamed members of the 
anti-Arab Kadi party, saying they 
were bent on mating troebie. 

Clashes between soldiers and 
stone-throwing Palestinians were re- 
poreted in the West Bank and Gaza 
strip. 

In the West Bank town of Jenia. 
Mohamoud Lahiouh, 14, died after a 
live bullet hit him in the chess, ibc 
army said. 

Meanwhile in Jerusalem, an IS- 
year-old Palestinian died of wounds 


suf f ered in a dash with Israeli troops 
in August 1988. The youth, Moham- 
mad Naim Abu Akar. was known 
among Palestinians as “the living 
auuTjT." for surviving on intravenous 
feedings after bullets destroyed his 
in*csxmes. 

Mourners marched carrying 
Paisuman flags and heaped his cof- 
fin with floral wreaths. In Bethlehem, 
shops, offices and schools dosed in 
mounting. 

Activists used loudspeakers to tefl 
the crowd: '‘Anyone who wants to 
mourn Mohammad should go out and 
attack the Zionists." 

Earlier, when Abu Akar's death 
became known, it sparked stone - 
titrowing and the army imposed a 
curfew on the camp's 7,000 residents 
to restore order. 

Dr. Khaled Abu [qraiah, who 
treated Abu Akar over the past two 
years at Mukassed, said the youth 
would long be remembered. 

"In the occupied territories, he 
stood as a sympot for the victims of 
the uprising." Abu Iqraiah said. "He 
was a dear example for many Palesti- 
nians because be fought to survive for 
a long time." 


Abu Akar was wounded in August 
1988 in a stone-throwing dash with 
aokiiervlt was one of do zen s of con- 
frontations he joined as an activist, 
friends said. 

The bullet tore imo his abdomen, 

^awapng twih (he large email 

intestines, Iqraiah said. 

He said friends and Palestinian 
human ngbts groups raised money to 
help finance sending Abu Akar to 
Boston's New England Deaconess hos- 
pital in November and December 
1988 for experimental surgery. 

When the operation failed, Abu 
Akar was brought back to Dhetsbcb 
and kept alive on intravenous feed- 
ing. 

He began to fail two days ago and 
was moved to Mukassed, where be 
died in the intensive care unit, the 
doctor said. 

Arab attacks on Israelis were also 
reported Monday in two Gaza Strip 
towns. The victims suffered slight 
wounds. 

Hundreds of police m«im«l posts 
on the roads into Jerusalem to block 
Palestinians from the occu p ie d terri- 
tories from entering the city. 

Israeli forces beefed up their presence 


in Jerusalem and residents said Arab 
Jerusalem was empty became of the ban 
os the entry. 

Some Palestinians evaded police 
checkpoints on foot but there was linle 
traffic into Jerusalem. Many Arabs 
avoided the ary for fear of attacks by 
revenge-seeking Jews. 

One of Monday's attacks on Israelis 
was si a supermarket in a Jewish neigh- 
bourhood of Arab Jerusalem. The vic- 
tim was meat dealer Moshe Korea who 
was stabbed. 

Israeli Radio said the assailant, 
who fled to nearby Arab 'area, was a 
West Bank resident. 

In the Gaza Strip town of Rafab, a 
Palestinian entered the Israeli dvfl 
administration office and axed a sol- 
dier before being arrested, sources 
said. 

In another Gaza town. Khan 
Younts, an Arab visitor stabbed and 
slightly wounded an Israeli soldier, 
the army said. A second soldier shot 
and wounded the attacker. 

Tension has been high since the 
masnere of Palestinians by Israeli 
police in Jerusalem two weeks ago. 
Hamas, the f m y fa wvnialwa 

organisation, has called for revenge. 


Nigerian envoy leaves 
after delivering message 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Nigerian 
Minister of State for External 
Affairs Zakaria Ibrahim Monday 
delivered a message to His Maje- 
ty King Hussein from Nigerian 
president Ibrahim Babangjda and 
left for Baghdad on a similar 
mission. 

The message, delivered at the 
Royal Court, dealt with issues of 
mutual concern and the Gulf 
crisis. 

The meeting was attended by 
Chief of the Rggal Court Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Mai-wan AJ Qasem and Nigeria’s 
non-resident ambassador to Jor- 
dan. 

Before be left, the envoy held 
talks with Qasem, at the Foreign 
Ministry, dealing with means to 
bolster Jondanian-Nigerian ties 
and discussed the situation in the 
Middle East and the Gulf re- 
gions, according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

The agency said that the two 
sides reviewed developments in 
the region and prospects for 


peace that would safeguard Arab 
national interests. 

The Nigeriao envoy told 
Qasem that his country's position 
was identical with that of Jordan 
with regard to the Gulf crisis, 
especially in endeavours to solve 
the problem peacefully. 

He said that military confronta- 
tion in the Gulf would not be 
confined to the region, but would 
engulf other parts of the wotM, 
with devastating consequences to 
the world’s economy. 

“Nigeria highly appreciates 
Jordan's efforts to find a peaceful 
teotoeot to the Gulf crisis, and 
backs His Majesty King Hussein's 
brave stand and wise policies," 
the envoy said. 

He said that Nigeria would 
pursue consultations with coun- 
tries in the region in an effort to 
attain peace. 

Foreign Ministry Secretary 
Genera] Mutasem Al BObeisi and 
director of the ministry’s Political 
Department Khaled Obeidat 
bade farewell to the Nigerian 
envoy at the airport. 


Jordan studies problems 
facing Aqaba-bound ships 


By Rabab Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The government 
is currently studying the issue 
of harassment to vessels head- 
ing for Aqaba and will take 
appropriate measures as it will 
see fit. Minister of Transport 
Nabil Abul Huda said Mon- 
day. 

Following recurrent inci- 
dents in which vessels of diffe- 
rent nationalities laden with 
goods imported by Jordan 
have been searched while 
beading for Aqaba port, the 
government has derided to 
conduct a serious examination 
of the situation before announc- 
ing its reaction, said the minis- 
ter in a statement to the Jordan 
Times and Al Ra’i newspapers 
in reply to a question on 
whether the government in- 


tended to lodge a complaint 
with the United Nations and 
the American administration. 

“The Jordanian government 
regrets these irresponsible inci- 
dents committed by foreign 
□aval forces and considers 
them as totally unjustified,” 
said the minister. 

Shipping agents in Jordan 
have expressed concent over 
the interception of Aqaba- 
bfcrcmd vessels carrying goods 
imported by Jordanian mer- 
chants. 

They said that the search 
operations so Car proved that 
Jordan was totally committed 
to the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
concerning sanctions on Iraq 
but the foreign naval forces 
seem to be conducting such 
actions to cause harassment to 
Jordan’s international trade. 


Cheney confirms Iraq has Hawk missiles 


PARIS (Agencies) — U.S. De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney 
confirmed Monday that Iraq cap- 
tured U.S.-made Hawk anti- 
aircraft missiles, capable of 
shooting down American war- 
planes in the Gulf , after overrun- 
ning Kuwait Aug. 2. 

• “We don’t know precisely how 
many they have. We do know 
that the Iraqis captured some 
Hawk missiles that the Kuwaitis 
previously acquired and they now 
have them,” Cheney told journal- 
ists after 45 minutes o ftalks w ith 
President Francois Mitterrand. 
“Whether or not they’re able 
wwtp them function or not at 
point, we don’t know,” he 


to 

this 

said. 
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The Washington Post reported 
Monday that Iraq captured 150 of 
the highly-accurate missiles ami 
(nought them back to Baghdad, 
where Iraqi technicians are trying- 
o learn bow to use them. 

Many U.S. and allied mihtaiy 
aixeraft in the Gulf region haves 


no ready means of protection 
'against the JHawlcs, the newspap- 
er died U-S. officials as saying. 

Shortly after Cheney left the 
presidential palace, winding up a 
10-day European tour that also 
inducted stops in London and 
Moscow, deposed Kuwaiti Emir 
S h gtkh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah arrived for talks with 
Frepch president. 

The two men were expected to 
prickly French proposals 
to increase democracy in his 
rymn try after an Iraqi withdrawal. 

“I am very satisfied with my 
meeting with dm president,” the 
*mtr told journalists after 45 mi- 
nutes of talks. “Our opinions are 
in agreement." 

He did not say what they talked 
about. 

Cheney returned to Washing- 
ton late Monday to end four days 
of ftk* with French Defence 
Munster Jean- Pierre Gbcvenc- 
incnt and Other officials about 
^cooperation in the Gulf, the Mid- 


dle East in general and the chang- 
ing military makeup in Europe. 

In an interview earlier in the 
day with the French television 
network La Cinq, Cheney said 
that “there is no particular calen- 
dar” for the U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq to force its troops out 
of Kuwait. 

“We believe that the sanctions 
are getting more and more effec- 
tive,” he said. “They’re begin- 
ning to have an impact on the 
economy and to have an impact 
on their... military potential.” 
Mitterrand has proposed a 
peace proposal linking an Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait with 
negotiations to resolve the Arab- 
IsraeH conflict. 

Ip a Japanese television inter- 
view aired Monday, Saddam said' 
flic French peace proposal de- 
serves consideration because it 
shows that some Western leaders - 
“are truly and seriously consider- 
ing the possibility to avoid war.” 


The interview took place Satur- 
day. 

Saddam criticised Japan’s plan 
to send military personnel to sup- 
port the multinational force, 
saying Japan was bowing to press- 
ure from the United States. 

Saddam said he was ready to 
assure Saudi Arabia that Iraq 
would not take any hostile action. 

“We are ready to guarantee 
that we will take no hostile action 
against Saudi Arabia, whereby 
the reason for (the) foreign milit- 
ary presence in Saudi Arabia 
ceases to exist,” Saddam said. 

“Wc are trying to resolve the 
problem in this region not 
through military force but dia- 
logue. But the major powers’ 
military presence is absolutely 
harmful to possible dialogue," 
Saddam said. 

“It is the United States who 
wants a war... Iraq is not so weak 
as to let the American leaden 
achieve their goal,” be added. 


Americau and Australian 
sailors, meanwhile, halted and 
boarded an Iraqi freighter in the 
Gulf of Oman that over the 
weekend had ignored warning 
shots and defied orders to return 
to Iraq, U.S. military spokesman 
said. 

Ibc 5 ,200- too Iraqi vessel was 
stopped as it sailed towards the 
Arabian Sea. It had been sha- 
dowed during the night by U.S. 
and Italian warships, said a U.S. 
navy spokesman. 

The operation went smoothly 
with “no shots fired, do resist- 
ance met," he said. He said the 
boarding was “still in progress” 
and “the crew of the Iraqi ship is 
cooperating with the boarding 
party.” 

At the White House, Press 
Secretary Martin Firewater said 
the Iraqi vessel had been bound 
from Iraq to Yemen with steel 
and plywood, in violation of the 
United Nations embargo. 


Shamir: U.S. will block 
more U.N. criticism of Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said 
Monday he believed Washington 
had reversed course and was now 
working to prevent further critic- 
ism of Israel by the United Na- 
tions Security Council. 

Israel’s refusal to cooperate 
with a U.N. investigation of pol- 
de for a massacre of Palestinians 
in Jerusalem Oct. 8 was to be 
discussed by the Security Council 
later Monday. The inquiry, and a 
condemnation of Israel for the 
killings, had been supported by 
the United States. 

“But in the last few days we 
have felt the United Stales has no 
desire to reach a confrontation 
with Israel and a way is being 
sought to avoid such a confronta- 
tion also in Security Councfl," 
Shamir said. 

He spoke shortly before be 
defeated a no-confidence vote 
proposed by the opposition 
Labour Party on the polities of 
his four-month-old right-wing 
government. 

Despite his narrow 53-51. mar- 
gin of victory 00 the vote on 
overall polities, Shamir has en- 
joyed broad support for his 
opposition to the U.N. action. 

After the ItilHngs in Jerusalem, 
the United States backed a re- 
solution criticising Israel for the 
first time in eight years. 

Shamir (old the foreign affairs 
and defence committee of partia- 
mem that President George Bush 
had acted to please members of the 
coalition of Arab and Western 
states he has assembled to face 
Iraq. 

“We thought the United States 
would ensure the debate in the 
U.N. would be redirected to 
channels that would not harm 


us,” Shamir said. 

“Apparently the United States, 
under the influence of Western 
representatives such as Britain 
and France, decided to appease 
the Arabs by proposing, on its 
own initiative, a resolution that 
would condemn Israel...” 

Israel has refused to cooperate 
with a U.N. inquiry, instead 
offering to provide the findings of 
its own investigation into the 
killing. 

At the U.N., Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
Monday condemned stabbing in- 
cidents in Jerusalem over the past 
two days that resulted in the 
death of three Israelis and called 
for an end to the violence. 

“The secretary general has 
learned with grave concern of the 
brutal stabbings in Jerusalem 
yesterday, and again today, that 
led to the deaths of three 
Israelis,” a statement issued 
through a U.N. spokesman said. 

“He condemns all such acts of 
violence, which can only deepened 
the bitterness and mistrust that 
already prevail in the area. He 
calls on all concerned to put an 
end to the violence and to exer- 
cise the utomost restraint,” the 
statement concluded. 

It was prompted by a knife 
attack Sunday by a Palestinian in 
a West Jerusalem neighbourhood 
that killed a woman sokber, a 
gardener and an off-duty police- 
man, as well as injury to a 13- 
year-old boy. The attacker was 
apprehended. 

Further knifings, none fatal, 
occurred Monday in a East Jeru- 
salem neighbourhood as well as 
in two towns in the Israeli- 
occupied Gaza Strip. 


Baghdad to debate 
freeing all French 


BAGHDAD ( Agencies) — Iraq's 
parliament will meet Tuesday to take 
a decision that is expected to lead to 
the freeing of all French nationals 
held here. 

President Saddam Hussein sug- 
gested Monday that the 250 French 
people held in Iraq and Kuwait 
should be freed. 

Baghdad television, which mnA; 
the announcement, said Tuesday’s 
debate would be held in an emergen- 
cy session. 

Saddam, in a letter to the national 

council, said that allowing French 
people to leave the country would be 
a sign of Iraq's friendship to France 
and “in appreciation to liberal French 
people's rejection'’ of U.S. policies 
toward* Iraq. 

Iraq has shown an indination to try 
to discus the Gulf crisis with France 
because Freneh leaders have 
favoured linking a solution to the 
Gulf crisis with negotiations on the 
Arab-I«raeli conflict. 

The Iraqi president said Aug. 12 that 
he would consider withdrawal from 
Kuwait only if Israel withdrew from 
the occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in accordance with a U.N. 
Security Councfl resolution. 

Saddam told the assembly “thar the 
Freneh people have proved being a 
people recalling tbc meatiogs of what 
a correct attitude towards events..." 

The Iraqi president also expressed 
approval of French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand's “desire to resolve 
outstanding issues in wr region in a 
comprehensive manner and through 
peaceful means...” 

The assembly is in rote St and poli- 
tical analysts in Rfgfrdarf said a unani- 


mous derision by the 250-seat house 
to free the Frenchmen was virtually a 
foregone conclusion. 

Saddam has agreed to release a 
s m all number of sick and elderly 
Americans, the visiting leader of a 
delegation from the American-Lraqi 
Association said Monday. 

“There is a definite commitment by 
the Iraqi leadership that some Amer- 
icans will be released,” said the de- 
legation leader, Salim Mansour. 

“Wc met President Saddam Hus- 
sein last night and 1 would call the 
meeting very constructive. We don't 
want to talk about figures or names at 
the moment, but I'm happy to 

announce that some good news will 
come up," be added. 

American diplomatic sources say 
the U.S. State Department has a list 
of 69 Americans it wants released on 
humanitarian grounds. 

Tbcv are among 650 to 700 Amer- 
icans prevented from leaving Iraq and 
Kuwait or held at strategic sites to 
deter by U.S.-led forces in the 
Gulf. 

Iraq refers to Japanese, Americans 
and other Westerners it is bolding as 
“guests serving the cause of peace.” 

Former Britxsb Prime Minister Ed- 
ward Heath said Sunday Saddam had 
told him an unspecified number of 
sick or elderly Britons could leave. 

A 62-ycu-oId Briton has died of a 
heart attack while detained at a 
strategic site in Iraq, the British 
embassy in Baghdad said. 

An embassy spokesman said Iraq 
told the British authorities three days 
ago that the man, identified as Ron 
Duffy of Newcastle, had died. 
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Iran seals reconciliation with Iraq 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iran 
has raised the flag over its embas- 
sy in Baghdad, setting the seal 
after eight years of war on a 
reconciliation hastened by the 
Gulf crisis. 

Iran and Iraq, whose eight-year 
conflict ended with a ceasefire in 
August 1988, severed diplomatic 
links in 1987. 

But Iraq and Iran agreed on 
Aug. 15 to make permanent 
peace 13 days after Iraqi troops 
invaded Kuwait. 

The decision paved the way for 
a formal peace treaty in the war. 
Iranian officials have spoken of 
an imminent visit to Tehran by 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

The Iranian embassy opened 
after the two countries resumed 
direct diplomatic relations Oct. 
14. 

The mission is headed by 

Charge d' Affaires Abolqassem 
Sba'shaei, who referred to “the 
strong ties linking the Iraqi and 
Iranian Islamic peoples" during a 
flag-raising ceremony on Sunday, 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
quoted Sba’shaei ns saying the 
move was aimed at “ expanding 


the fruitful cooperation between 
the two neighbouring countries in 
the interest of the Islamic Nation 
and to coordinate resistance 
against any aggression on its holy 
places and security.” 

This was a reference to the 
U.S.-led buildup of foreign 
troops in Saudi Arabia. 

The rapprochement with 
Tehran raised fears in the West 
that Iran might side with Iraq in 
the event of war in the Gulf. 

Iran has condemned the Iraqi 
takeover of Kuwait and says it is 
applying U.N. sanctions. But it 
has also called for the withdrawal 
of foreign forces from Saudi 
Arabia. 

The Iraqi embassy in Tehran 
opened last week. 

Iraq has withdrawn its troops 
from Iranian border territory. 
But differences remain over an 
exchange of tens of thousands of 
prisoners of war (POWs). 

A senior Iranian official urged 
B agh dad on Monday to show 
goodwill and release former Ira- 
nian Oil Minister Mohammad 
Javad Tondguyan, captured dur- 
ing the war. 


Mohammad Ali Nazaran, in 
charge of a commission dealing 
with prisoners of war, also called 
for the release of several 
thousand unregistered Iranian 
pOws he said were still in Iraq. 

Iran said last week it would 
soon resume exchanging prison- 
ers with Iraq after a month-long 
halt. 

Each country has freed about 
35,000 prisoners so far. Before 
the exchange began, Iraq had 
about 50.000 POWs registered in 
Iran while Tehran put the num- 
ber of its captives in Iraq at 
55.000. 

Baghdad says only those POWs 
jailed or awaiting trial, or those 
who do not want to return 
home, remain in Iraq. 

In another development, Iraq,, 
responding to a request from 
Iran, appears to have expelled 
members of a major Iranian 
opposition group, U.S. officials 
say. 

Members of the Mujahedeen- 
e-Khalq of Iran have apparently 
started leaving Iraq for Paris and 
other European sites, said the 


officials who spoke to the A P 
only on condition of anonymity. 
The dissident group is the largest 
trying to overthrow the clerical 
government in Tehran. 

However, the assessment from 
the U.S. officials was strongly 
challenged by Mujahedeen > 
spokesman Farid Soleimani, who 
' telephoned news agencies to in- 
sist that his group remained intact 
in Baghdad and elsewhere. 

“The sense is that with this new 
understanding between Iran and 
Iraq, an organisation like that is 
not welcome there any more/' 
said a_U.S. administration offi- 
cial. who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Iran reported several times last 
month that Massoud Rajavi, the 
Mujahedeen’s Baghdad-based 
leader, had asked his people to 
leave Iraq and was himself leav- 
ing for Germany. 

The Mujahedeen also have de- 
nied the reports. 

But rebel representatives in the 
United States, who used to bom- 
bard reporters, have all but dis- 
appeared in recent weeks. 


Iraqis deny taking medical equipment 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — A 
senior Iraqi official has dismissed 
U.S. President George Bush's 
claims that Iraq had taken medic- 
al equipment from hospitals in 
Kuwait as “baseless and ridicu- 
lous lies." 

Abdul Jabbar Abdul Abbas, 
the Iraqi official in charge of 
hospitals in Kuwait which Iraq 
rails its 19th province, told repor- 
ters that no medical equipment 
had been taken from hospitals in 
Kuwait and that normal services 
continue at health institutions in 
the emirate. 

Abdul Abbas, a physician who 
beads Baghdad’s health depart- 
ment. told reporters visiting the 
main maternity hospital in 
Kuwait: ‘‘Although medical 


equipment exceeds' by for the 
needs of the population, we did 
not move any of them to other 
places.” 

The reporters were flown to 
Kuwait Sunday by the Iraqi In- 
formation Ministry. 

The Iraqi manager of the 
maternity hospital, Qais Abdul 
Sattar, said the 500-bed hospital 
is still providing services includ- 
ing health care to prematurely 
born babies who need to be kept 
in incubators. 

The United States and the top- 
pled government of Kuwait claim 
that Iraq has moved medial 
equipment to Iraq including a 
large number of incubators caus- 
ing the death of several Kuwaiti 
babies. 


Abdul Sattar showed reporters 
12 babies in incubators in die 
main intensive care unit of the 
hospital which is stfl] manned 
mostly by Asian and non-Kuwaiti 
Arab medical staff. 

“Why should we send incuba- 
tors to our maternity hospitals in 
■Iraq? We have plenty of them 
there,” said Abdul Sattar, 
Reporters also visited A1 Razi 
Hospital for bone disease in 
downtown Kuwait where about 
30 patients were being treated in 
the luxurious 295-bed hospital 
built by die royal family in 1984. 

Kam al Mustafa, an Egyptian 
specialist in bone surgery, said 
most of the patients are suffering 
from injuries incurred in indust- 
rial accidents. 


Chamoun assassination one 
of many in bloody Lebanon 


By Nick LodSngton 
The Associated Press 

NICOSIA — The killing of 
Christian leader Dany Chamoun 
is the latest in a long line of 
political assassinations in bloody 
Lebanon. Many leaders have 
been slain, but none of the cases 
ever officially solved. 

Christians, who have been 
busily fighting each another as 
well as the Muslims, have suf- 
fered most in the civil strife that 
began in 1975. 

Chamoun died Sunday when 
five gunmen burst into an apart- 
ment outside Beirut and shot 
him, his wife and two small sons. 
An 11-month-old girl survived. 

Chamoun, a Maronite Catholic 
and the son of late President 
Camille Chamoun, was one of the 
most outspoken critics of Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi and Syria’s 
militry presence in Lebanon. 

He also was at odds with 
Christian warlord Samir Geagea, 
whose Lebanese Forces militia 
fought a four-month war with 
rival Christian troops earlier this 
year for mastery of Lebanon’s 
Christian enclave. 

Camille Chamoun died a natu- ■ 
ral death in August 1987. But he 
narrowly escaped assassi n ation in 
1980 and 1987 when remote-con- 
trolled bombs detonated near his 
car, wounding him both times. 

On June 13, 1978, Christian 
fighters loyal to Bashir Gemayel 
killed Tony Franjieh, son and 
political heir of Suleiman Fran- 
jieh, Lebanon's president from 
1970-76. Frajieb's wife and three- 


year-old daughter were also 
killed. 

Gemayel later admitted his 
. men were involved but said they 
had no authorisation to kill Fran- 
jieh, who led a rival militia to 
Gemayel's. 

Four years later, Gemayel 
would be killed, at age 34. Three 
weeks after his election as presi- 
dent on Aug. 23, 1982, a power-' 
fill bomb blast tore through the 
headquarters of his Falange par- 
ty, the leading Maronite Christ- 
ian group. 

Rene Mouawad, head of an 
important Christian dan in north- 
east Lebanon, did not even last as 
long as Gemayel as president. 

He was assassinated on Nov. 
22, 1989, by a remote-control 
bomb, 17 days after his election. 
He. was succeeded by current 
President Elias Hrawi. 

Geagea himself has survived 
several assassination attempts. 
And Muslim factions have also 
seen their chieftains killed. 

Prime Minister Rashid Karami, 
the leading Sunni Muslim leader 
in Lebanon, was killed June 1, 
1987, when a bomb exploded 
aboard an army helicopter in 
which he was riding. 

Exemplifying the problem fac- 
ing all investigators into the assas- 
sinations amid the anarchy of civil 
war, Attorney General Mcmnif 
Oweidat said he would resign as 
special investigator into Karaxni’s 
death as soon as be “faced obsta- 
cles.” He quit two weeks later. 

Current Lebanese Prime 
Minister Salim A1 Hoss also has 
tasted the threat. Hoss, a promin- 


ent Sunni Muslim, was education 
minister in 1984 when a bomb 
exploded as he drove to a mos- 
que, wounding him with 
shrapnel. 

Lebanon's largest religious 
group, the Shi'ites, lost their 
leader Musa Sadr, a prominent 
cleric who founded the Shfite 
militia Amai. He vanished in 
1978 on a trip to Libya whose 
leader Muammar Qadhafi backed 
the rival Muslim Sunnis. Sadr was 
presumed killed. 

Kamal Jumblatt, a prominent 
leftist and chief of Lebanon's 
Druze sect, which fields one of 
Lebanon's toughest militias, was 
machine-gunned to death in a 
March 1977 ambush. 

His son and successor WaHd 
survives uneasily. In June 1987 he 
asked an aide to open a gift 
packed ostensibly containing a 
pen. It exploded, blowing the 
aide’s hands off. 

Prominent foreigners have fal- 
len in the spate of assassinations, 
including American and French 
ambassadors. Malcolm Kerr, 
president of Lebanon's top edu- 
cational institution, the American 
University of Beirut, was shot to 
death in a hallway outride his 
office in January, 1984. 

Top journalists have been gun- 
ned down. The right, writing 
hand of Selim Lawzi, publisher of 
the prominent weekly A1 
Hawadess (Events), was slriimgri 
off before or after he was shot to 
death in March, 1980. Riad Taha. 
Shi'itc Muslim chairman of Leba- 
non’s press syndicate, was shot to 
death four months later. 


Iraq says 
cars with 
Kuwait 
plates cannot 
get petrol 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq says 
drivers with Kuwaiti licence 
plates will not get petrol when 
rationing starts Tuesday unless 
they' re-register their vehicles as 
Iraqi. 

Newspapers Monday quoted 
Oil Minister Issam Abdul Rahim 
A1 Chalabi as saying foreigners in 
Iraq would also have to prove 
they had a valid reason for having 
cars if they wanted petrol* 
coupons. 

Private motorists will be li- 
mited to 30 litres (6.6 gallons) of 
petrol a week and five litres (1.1 
gallons) of lnbricating oil a 
month. 

“As for those vehicles with 
Kuwait plates they will not be 
given coupons before changing 
their plates to Iraqi ones,” the 
English-language Baghdad 
Observer' quoted Chalabi as 
saying.- 

Iraq has sought to remove all 
symbols of a separate Kuwait 
since it declared the emirate its 
19th province. 

Chalabi said foreign diplomatic 
missions in Iraq and drivers of 
foreign-registered cars entering 
from Jordan would get special 
petrol ration coupons. 

But he said drivers of cars with 
green plates used to denote that 
they belonged to foreign com- 
panies in Iraq would have to 
produce a legal document to 
prove they still needed vehicles. 

Many of the hundreds of West- 
ern and Japanese men prevented 
from leaving Iraq worked in the 
country on contracts which have 
expired. 

Long queues of cars jammed 
petrol stations for a fourth day 
Monday as motorists rushed to 
£U np before rationing. 

Iraq, with the world’s second 
largest proven oil reserves, 
announced rationing last Friday. 
It blamed a shortage of the im- 
ported chemicals and additives it 
needs to refine crude into petrol 
and lubricants. 

It has vowed that U.N. sanc- 
tions will not force it into with- 
drawing from Kuwait. But ordin-. 
ary Iraqis say petrol rationing will 
have a big impact on life. 

Private cars and taxis, which 
wQl get double rations, are the 
twain tran s port in Baghdad and 
other cities in the absence of an 
efficient bos system. 


Qadhafi sets deadline 
for end to Sudan revolt 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi has re- 
newed his caU for unity among his 
country, Egypt and Sudan and gave 
southern Sudanese rebels a year 
to end their revolt or he would 
join the fighting against them. 

Qadhafi made the remarks 
Sunday in a speech to the dosing 
session of a Sudanese 
government-sponsored confer- 
ence that recommended a 
Ubyan-style peoples’ congresses 
as a future political system in 
Sudan. The speech was nationally 
televised live. 

He said the three countries 
possess all elements of unity and 
should therefore not hesitate in 
setting up unity. 

Qadhafi arrived here Saturday 
to join Sudan’s military leader 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir in 
attending the dosing session of the 
national dialogue conference, 
which has been debating the poli- 
tical future of this country since 
Aug. 6. 

The 1, 000-member conference 
has recommended that Sudan fol- 
low Libya’s “Jamaheriya" politic- 
al system. The word means “re- 
public of the masses” and con- 
notes a system supposedly ruled 
directly by people’s congresses in- 
stead of through elected repre- 
sentatives. 

“Sudan, Egypt and Libya con- 
stitute the heart, the main body 
of the Arab Nation, tbe move- 
ment of which control the move- 
ment of the other Arab states,” 
he said to a jubilant audience. 

Egypt which adopts a par- 
liamentary system, has rebuffed 
Qadhafi’s earlier calls for unity. It 
is expected to continue to oppose 
the idea. 

Qadhafi seemed extremely 
jubilant over the conference re- 
commendation. He scoffed at the 
parliamentary, partisan and gov- 
ernment systems, saying that all 
those have become obsolete and 
have given way to his jamaheriya. 

In the jamaheriya system, he 


yind, the people run their own 
affaire all by themselves through 
their people’s committees and 
congresses. 

lie said that now Sudan 
■has adopted a Ubyan-style form 
of government, Sudanese rebel 
leader John Garang should end 
his rebellion. 

Qadhafi said Garang was a 
member of die Libyan-based In- 
ternational Revolutionary Orga- 
nisation and promised to try to 
persuade him to end his rebellion 
now that a jamaheriya system 
would be established in Sudan. 

But if by Oct. 21 next year 
Garang has not joined the 
Sudanese masses, then “we will 
have no option but to stand by 
the Sudanese people and govern- 
ment against Garang," Qadhafi 
warned. 

The mostly Christian and anim - 
ist rebels took up arms in 1983 to 
demand greater autonomy, eco- 
nomic and political reforms from 
the Muslim-dominated central 
government in Khartoum. 

Qadhafi admitted that Libya 
bad trained and armed Garang’s 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
but stopped its military assistance 
after tbe ouster of Sudanese Pres- 
ident Jaafer Numeiri five years 
ago. 

Libya has had dose relations 
with Sudan, its neighbour to the 
southeast, since a 1985 popular 
uprising overthrew Numeiri. The 
friendship has endured three gov- 
ernments; A transitional military 
regime that ruled for a year after 
Numeiri; an ineffectual and 
squabbling civilian government, 
which held power for three years; 
and Bashir's junta, which took 
power in a coup June 30 last year. 

After the coup, Bashir dis- 
banded and banned political par- 
ties and dismissed the elected 
parliament Since then, he has 
been trying to come op with a 
future political system for Sudan 
that allegedly will ensure popular 
participation indecision-making- 


Japan to reassure Asians on 
plan to send troops abroad 


TOKYO (R) — Japan should 
reassure its Asian neighbours that 
its plan to send troops to the Gulf 
does not mean a return to its 
militarist past. Foreign Minister 
Taro Nakayama told parliament 
Monday. 

“I presume government offi- 
cials of Asian countries are dose- 
ly watching our parliamentary de- 
liberation of tbe United Nations 
cooperation law,” Nakayama 
fold the Upper House budget 
committee. 

The law was conceived to en- 
able Japan to contribute to the 
multinational force in the Gulf 
designed to force Iraqi troops out 
of Kuwait. 

“Since Asian neighbours suf- 
fered very much during the 
World War II, the Japanese gov- 
ernment must explain this draft 
legislation so that Japan may win 
their full understanding," 
Nakayama told an opposition 
questioner. 

He said the “U.N. . peace 
corps” would only be sent abroad 
on the basis of a United Nations 
resolution calling for troops to 
safeguard international peace and 
security and to cooperate in 
peace-keeping operations. 

Brushing aside his reply. 
Socialist Osamu Yatabe said: u It is 
not from a lack of explanation 
that (Asian Countries) have ex- 
pressed concern. Looking at the 
essence (of the Japanese plan), 
Asian people are worried about 
it.” 

Prime Minister Toshfld Kaifu 
said: “Zf our explanation is under- 
stood, it is not justified to say that 
Japan intends to become a milit- 
ary power.” 


The prospect of Japan’s first 
overseas military deployment 
since World War II has drawn 
criticism from China, South 
Korea apd other Asian nations. 

“Japan’s * mili tarism started a 
war of aggression which brought 
great disaster to die people of 
China and Asia. It is still fresh in 
people’s memories,” die Chinese 
Foreign Ministry said in a state- 
ment Saturday. 

Japanese Socialist, Commun- 
ists and other opposition parties 
have denounced die plan as a 
violation of the U.S.-drafted coor 
stitntion which bans Tokyo from 
waging war as a means of settling 
international conflicts. 

On Sunday, about 23,000 peo- 
ple formed a human ring around 
a U.S. air base in tbe western- 
outskirts of Tokyo in protest at 
the government’s plan. 

Takako Doi, chairwoman of 
the Socialist Party, told the. 
gathering: “We must oppose the 
government’s move to send 
troops abroad under the attrac-. 
tive name of peace." 

A similar Communist-orga- 
nised rally was held at a central 
Tokyo park. 

Under the proposed law, Kaifu' 
plans to send tbe corps, including 
units of the Japanese aimed 
forces, to the Gulf in a non- 
combat support operation. 

He fold the Upper House com- 
mittee that the corps should in 
principle be unarmed. 

But foreign and defence offi- 
cials fold the committee that its 
members could carry rifles and 
pistols while supply ships should 
have machine guns and shotguns 
for self-protection. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


De Klerk arrives In Morocco 

RABAT (R) — South African President F . W. P c Klerk arrived in 
Morocco Monday en route to Europe, in visit loan Mamie 
country. “We have come from the southern iip of Africa to. the 

northern tip. We belong to the same continent.:, w are le*^ 
countries in this continent and have joint respor^jiwies^lie toW 
reporters. I>e Klerk was to be received by King.Hassan ana give 3 
news conference before flying Tuesday to the Netherlands and 

Luxembourg, officials sakL 

Dutch frigate rescues Iranian seamen " • 

TOE HAGUE (R) — A Dutch frigate operating with Western^ 
forces in the Gulf rescued eight Iranians after their boat was-hitfry ' 
an unidentified ship, a Dutch marine spokesman said Monday. The 
T ram' am . were found Sunday clinging to dnftwood-n car th e Strait of 
Hormuz. Their 15-metxe long boat was carrying fruit to Dubai 
when it was hit- The drew on a Pana m a ni an tanker spotted- the 
Ir anians and alerted the Dutch frigate, Witte de With. “They were 
rescued in a robber boat and taken to Mina Saor in the United 
Arab Emirates,” the spokesman said. 

Strong quake strikes northern Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — A strong earthquake jolted the town of 
Roudbar in northern Iran Monday morning and also caused panic 
in the provincial capital of Rasht, tbe Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said. The geophysics institute of Tehran Universi- 
ty said the quake, at 7:20 a.m. (0350 GMT) measured 5.2 degrees 
on the Richter scale and had an epicenter 200 kilometers in Gilan 
province northwest of Tehran, the news agency reported. There 
were no immediate reports of casualties or damage, it said. 

Sudan frees BBC- Router correspondent J 

NICOSIA (R) — Sudan’s military government has freed part-time 
Renters correspondent Alfred Taban after more than six months in 
detention. Taban, 33, a Sudanese who also works for the, British 
Broadcasting Corporation, said he was not questioned during his 
detention at Khartoum’s Kobar prison and the authorities gave no 
explanation for his arrest on march 31. He was freed Friday. In a 
telex to Renters in Nicosia, Taban said Ire had been required to 
sign an undertaking not to be involved in any activity against the 
junta of General Omar Hassan A1 Bashir which took power in a 
June, 1989 coup. He said he was also instructed to notify tbe 
authorities if he wished to travel outside Khartoum. Taban was 
released with nine others who had also been held at Kobar. They 
included two Khartoum U n iversity professors, four doctors, an 
engineer and two Ministry of Culture officials. Taban, from the 
southern Sudanese town of Kajo Kaji, is also a senior editor of the 
English-language Khartoum monthly Sudanow. Earlier this year, 
Sudanese authorities briefly detained two other correspondents — 
Egyptian Hamza Hendawi, of Renters, and Nairobi-based Johan 
Ozanne, a Briton who reports for London’s Financial Times and 
the Sunday Correspondent. . . 

Four sentenced to death In Egypt . 

CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian military court has sentenced four men 
to be hanged for killing a soldier and wounding another in a knife 
attack in Alexandria. Military Prosecutor Major General Mobama 
mad Abdullah said the four men, aged between 20 and 54, stabbed 
Private Yasser Bahgat Mohammad 22 times. His companion 
Private Nagi Anwar was stabbed in tire stomach and back in the 
Oct. 11 attack. The attackers were professional criminals and had 
no connection to any political group made or outside the country, 
MENA said. 

Turkey expects stranded Vietnamese . 

ANKARA (R) — More than 1,000 Vietnamese stranded ihTraq 
are likely to enter Turkey this wfeek and fly home after Ankara 
dropped its refusal to admit them. “We expect about 1,100 
Vietnamese to cross thipngh the Habnr border gate Monday and 
Tuesday,” a foreign ministry spokesman said Monday. “We do not 
know if they wfll be followed by others. If they come of course we 
will take them.” In Hanoi, a Western aid worker quoted the 
government as saying 1,094 of 16,000 Vietnamese stranded in Iraq 
would be airlifted home from Turkey Wednesday and Thursday. 

Iran, Soviet republic to arrange tours 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran and the neighbouring Soviet Republic of 
Turkmenia have agreed to arrange cross-border pilgrimages and£ 
sightseeing tours, tire Iranian news agency IRNA said. It quoted 
the deputy governor-general of Iran’s northeastern province of 
Khorasan, Mohammadi Zadeh, as saying the agreement would 
“help establish friendly relations between people living on both 
sides of tire Iran-Turkmenia border who share a common cultural- 
religions heritage.” 

Bulgaria sends .delegation to Iraq 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgarian Vice-President A tanas Semerjiev flew to 
Ba gh d ad Monday at the head of an all-party delegation for lallnt qn 
the release of nearly 700- Bulgarians trapped in Iraq. Bulgarian 
radio said Semerjiev would hold talks “at the highest level,” on the 
return of tire 694 Bulgarians in tbe country, indicating he would 
meet Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. The delegation included 
Finance Minister Belcfao Belchev and S toy an Ganev, spokesman 
for the opposition Union of Democratic Forces. Bulgaria has 
supported the United Nations sanctions imposed against Iraq. 

Pilot killed in UAE air crash 

ABU DHABI (AP) — A United Arab Emirates (UAE) air force 
jet has crashed daring routine exercises, killing the pilot, the . 
official UAE news agency WAM reported. The accident involving] 
a British-made Hawk trainer jet occurred Sunday morning, ther 
agency said. “The plane crashed... and its pilot was martyred,” [ 
said the agency without providing detail on how the accident 
occurred. It identified tbe pilot as Mohammad Ali Baljafleh, 24. 
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Uppet/lower price in Sk per kg. 

API* 650/520 

5““* “ 500 / 450 

Banana (Mokammar) 450 /400 

350 / 300 

Cabbage 120/80 

g ™ 250/300 

Cwfiflower 180/120 

S 0 " 1 200 /ISO 

Coomtofbrge) 140/100 

Lwa jjocts (small) 240/200' 

Datoi 350/ 300 . 

3B*inl 260/200 

500/ 300 

g™ — - 1000 / 800 

400 / 300 

Lemon 210/170 

MaOow 150/100 

140/100 

Mmrw (BBaH) 240/180. 

Onwn(diy) 210/150 

™ge 550 / 500. 

r*” 600/500 

Jeppwjhot) 300/250 

150/ 1W 

350 / 300, 

Sr 550/450. 

Tomatoes m OVT flT 
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^Jordan bars entry 
all goods to Iraq 


^ t- By P.Y. Vfrekanand 

r Jordan Times' Staff Reporter 

n *N AMMAN — ,-No track laden 
Mb w® kind product bas 
< entered Iraq from Jordan since 

early Saturday when Ionian 
T ' V °°d to*? 1 ' jtaso® 13 ^ adherence to the 
c ? rr yinc ft, ' Uxu^ed ■ Nations sanctions 
’ Uan tanC 0 * j&inSt l«fl to indude food 
? de & 1 red mafidpe, and only empty 
Una Wjn^ ^rehidat, winch will bring back 
3 "expatriates’ belongings, are 
bdog allowed to cross the 
=rn |r 3h northeastern border post at A1 
11 Rowetsh^d, officials said Mon- 
:e j°hed ft, toy- 

SjJ n ‘! aho cJ' “The bonder security forces 
*«« an&r strict orders not to 


^bBo iw fa Idnd of goods, in- 
-ducting food and medicine, to 
“ ^ /apossifas Jordanian border into 
‘® enc y upmJ- said a senior source at 
° T dajJ % T, the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD). “Empty tracks 
IfresiWtajj with anthorisation to bring 
(jack Jordanian expatriates 4 
^ household goods and other 
more tW ■ R pesoral effects are allowed to 
o worbf I raps/* said the source, speak- 
t auestiw, 1 * 1 -tig/® condition of anonymity. 
theaniC^ r j An official at the Ministry of 
and Customs said the 
: l*"**- ban on goods entering Iraq 

anv through Jordanian territory or 


whirf, ( w»-vttsa was in place since 
ismichw) ^ . eariy August when the Security 
KhaJr ? 1 a ttj /Council adopted Resolution 
:6dl imposing a trade embargo. 
, aKtW : umiflst Iraq for its invasion of 
^ Sswait Aug. 2. “It is not a 

■ *_aban,w .flak order,” said the official, 
^“^^^esusqrt that the authorities 
Eaifar^- javn been instructed to include 
er ctint^oij: and medicine consagn- 

J .ports in the ban.” 


isininwi ^ fa! wh en the Security 
Kh^/L 111 to [/Council adopted Resolution 


* PinawialB 

Egypt 

las sentence 
dag anotboE, 
fejorGeanj 
“a 20 and S,c 
mes. Hone 


“Another exception is oil 
bom Iraq,” the official noted. 
“We have informed the United 
Nations that Jordan has no 
choice but to procure Iraqi oil 
'partly because Iraq is repaying 
its: debts to Jordan in ofl and 
partly because the two coun- 
tries have a special pricing 


—• ‘W HUE -J-,1 w 

‘tr.ach andlah .r2r . , , , 

. 71 * offiaal, who spoke to 

f tiie'Jordan Times on condition 


?r outside bo 


stnameie 

isssnadedio 

bona anaA%Bm^jj ow sjmjments to 
• eoea about « 

^ week the government 

a convoy of food and 
i*y come 0t0 ^^^j: ocra tributed by the Jorda- 
v '™ T "f^a^public to said t ^ ,e 

.’fipment would be cleared for 
w*“y ^ IS 1 passage only after clarification 
. n 1 from the Securiry Council 
ige lOUn | Sanctions Committee over Re- 
• D£ ****00 661. At least two ship- 
**S bond K&* Qgjjjs ^ medicines manufac- 
?nlei pfl§^ 'taxed in Jordan were turned 
IRNAsaHU- Jack from the border last 
ibeastero |»* 

the igrOTK* -Qanse C of Resolution 661 
neople b^ 1 ctib on United Nations mem- 
re 2 wn®* 1 ber states to ban the “sale or 
supply by their nationals or 
tom their territories or using 
) Iraq their Sag vessels of any com- 
.. I modities or products, including 
ji3$ ^ ena T { wagons or any other military 
jelepnooW jyripinent, whether or not cri- 
ed ia Injj ; pJttdng in their territories but 
behest le^ apt izRdtadmg supplies intended 
-ndicaOTi* Ssicdy for medical purposes, 
delegaooij ^iumianitarian circninstances, 
u uane v ' & fcbdstufe, to any person or 
Forces- ^ tody for the purposes of any 
.posed ag*® basbess carried on in or oper- 
ated from Iraq or Kuwait, any 
activity by their nationals or in 
foeff territories which promote 
-sres it'AEJj w are calculated to promote 


the' Jordan Times on condition 
W anonymity, confirmed that 
several truckloads of food and The Japanese ambassador, 
medicines had been allowed Tadayuki Nakayama, said 
:kto Iraq until early October, Monday that he could not give 
n sudden questipns .were; ; any. specific timeframe tor 
wHefher Resolution 66^ ? ;Tokyo to deliyer $100 mfllion 


such sale, or supply or use of 
such commodities or pro* 
ducts.” 

According to an expert in 
international law, “there is no 
ambiguity in the resolution 
that food and medicine could 
be sent into Iraq.” But, be 
added, the “crux of the man*j 
is that it should be gstwhifahed 
that there is indeed a situation 
which warrants external huma- 
nitarian assistance before an 
external party can send in such 
goods.” 

“Apparently, the American* ' 
are not willing to acknowledge 
that there is any shortage of 
milk and food in Iraq which 
warrants a definition of ‘huma- 
nitarian circumstances’ as died 
in Resolution 661,” added the 
expert. 

“Until now, Jordan did not 
include food and medicine in 
its ban order,” said a leading 
businessman. “Buz in sta nces of 
such shipments, including the 
charity convoy of food and 
milk, were used by some, in- 
ducting the Americans, at the 
Security Council, to argue that , 
Jordan was not abiding by the 
sanctions against Iraq when it 
actually came to discussing 
compensation for Jordan,” be 
asserted. - “It is not simply a 
question of an embargo a gain*! 
Iraq but also political pressure 
on Jordan.” 

His Royal Highness Crown : 
Prince Hassan said recently > 
that Jordan was being “penal- ; 
ised by Saudi Arabia and the 
West” despite the Kingdom's 
strict adherence to the U.N. 
sanctions.” 

“Jordan is pushed into the 
Iraqi camp, into an extremist 
frame of mind,” he said. 

Although Jordan has se- 
cured pledges totalling about 
$400 million from West Ger- 
many and Japan to compensate 
for the Kingdom's losses re- 
sulting from the Gulf crisis and 
sanctions against Iraq, no 
assistance has actually been 
received. 


m soft loans promised to Jor- 
dan by Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu earlier this month. “We 
are working hard to get the 
money to Amman,” the 
ambassador told the Jordan 
Times. He rejected as baseless 
reports that Japan was deliber- 
.atcly delaying the assistance to 
Jordan. Kaifu also promised 
another $150 nrilb'on in two 
packages, under stricter terms, 
but no specifics on these have 
yet been discussed, according 
to the ambassador. 

A West German source said 
earlier this week that there was no 
change in Bonn's commitment of 
$130 mini on in assistance to Jor- 
dan. The assistance should have 
reached Jordan by mid-October 
bat “was delayed pending par- 
liamentary approval,’ 1 the source 
said. “The amount is not pan of 
the actual government budget and 
therefore it needs parliament en- 
dorsement,” the source explained. 
a We hope it will be coming soon.” 

Jean Ripert, a special envoy of 
the United Nations secretary- 
general, said after a visit to Jordan 
and assessment of the Kingdom's 
economic situation that Amman 
needed immediate financial assist- 
ance rather than pledges. “Jordan 
needs aid today, not tomorrow,” 
he said. 


iwi works on militias 


d Ali (Couthmed from page 1) 

said he wants govem- 
^ guarantees that his pro- 
gban foes will not be allowed to 
^wate in the three areas, 
frts (TW ffF ; Be Hrawi aide said the same 
B^toes will be applied later in the 
Beirut slams, the stron- 

of the fundamentalist Shiite 

' 1 feStn Hjzbollah. 

RsboUah is the umbrella for 
U®* Iranian extremists holding 
of tite 13 missing Wester- 
i sr f** ^ - six Americans, four Bn- 

JjMwo West Germans and an 

aide said the Syrians 

'.^^fiscuss plans to move into the 

^Sj'with Iranian Foreign Minis- 

|j|di Akbar Vdayati when he 

'&) — '^Damascus later this week. 
^ defini triy indude the 

the Western hostages, 
jfBff.they’re held in the shims 

■■■' . jpe b ee n smuggled out to the 
gi; Valley,” a Syrian- 
(©Piled area in east I^banon, 

\ ... Ill a6®ro’s a Syriau-Ldranes* 

j j& standing that the hostage 
|||!l-- - ^sho uld be resolved in para- 

" ^Wh the creation erf a greater 

"'ll! fjto, irrespective of where the 
Jiga are being held. Wbere- 
f they are, foe Syrians control 

a ^ e ““V 

Lebanese army inteDi- 




ic gp captives and two of the 
Britons were spirited from south 
Beirut to the Bekaa before the 
Oct. 13 attack on Aoun. 

France has asked that the five 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council convene to dis- 
cuss the conflicts in Lebanon, 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
said Monday. 

However, Dumas said it was up 
to the Lebanese government — 
not France — to initiate any 
move in the United Nations to 
force the withdrawal of Syrian 
troops from Lebanon. 

Leaders of France’s conserva- 
tive opposition parties have held 
Syria responsible for kfltings that 
followed the assault on Aoun. 

Aoun took refage in the 
French embassy in Beirut, but 
Lefrapj*** authorities have re- 
fosed to let him go into exile, 
saying he should be pot on trial. 


last week that the six Amer- 


Lwniw — .- 7 . . 

Chamoon, akmg with ms wire 
and two sons, “shows die extent 
of the horrors” of Lebanon’s avil 
strife. 

“The quarrels that are npping 
Lebanon apart must not be trans- 
ferred to France,” Ihnnas said. 
“Those who take up the cause of 
one dan against other dans must 
understand that, far from woric- 
jng for a solution m Lebanon, 
they are provoking hatred , 
vengeance and murder. 



Prince Hassan welcomes 
France’s stand on Gulf 


Her Royal W |*mw Princess F ww i w Monday holds talks with Mohammad Abdullah Naur, a UNDP 
envoy (Petra photo) 

U.N. envoy on a visit to assess the Kingdom’s aid requirements 

Jordan appeals to the 
world to honour aid pledge 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Mon- 
day issued an appeal to the Un- 
ited Nations and the rich indus- 
trialised nations to come to its aid 
and to offer the Kingdom fair 
compensation for the damage in- 
flicted on its economy. 

The appeal was madu- by Prime 
Minister Mndar Badran at a 
meeting with a senior United 
Nations official who is currently 
on a visit to Jordan to assess the 
Kingdom’s aid requirements, and 
the economic damage caused by 
applying sanctions against Iraq 
and providing assistance to tens 
of thousands of evacuees from 
Kuwait and Iraq. 

“Jordan has been subjected to 
huge losses and damages to its 
economy as a result of the Gulf 
crisis, the imposition of U.N. 
sanctions against Iraq and the 
influx of the evacuees,” Badran 
told the U.N. envoy, Mohammad 
Abdullah Nour. 

“As a result of implementing 
! Security Council Resolutions 661 
and 667, Jordan sustained econo- 
mic losses which adversely 
aff ected all the nation’s .sectors 
and hit industry, trade, transport 
and tourism most,” the prime 
minister said at the meeting. 

The prime minister said that 
the emergency services offered to 


800,0(10 evacuees by the Jorda- 
nian government had severely 
damaged the Kingdom's water 
resources and caused heavy dam- 
age to the Kingdom's road net- 
works. In addition, the prime 
minister said, the government 
had spent $50 million on food and 
health care for the evacuees. 

“Jordan was striving to over- 
come its economic problems 
when the Gulf crisis broke out 
causing the country to lose 
another S8 billion in expatriates’ 
remittances, and the country is 
now faced with the problem of 
120,000 citizens who lost their 
jobs and tbeir savings in the Gulf 
and had to return home," Badran 
pointed out. 

Nour tokl the prime minister 
that his mission here was com- 
plementary to that started by 
U.N. special envoy Jean Ripert 
earlier this month. Ripert issued 
an appeal to the international 
community to provide urgent 
assistance to Jordan to help the 
country continue with its bmna-, 
-nftarian assistance to the eva- 
cuees. 

Nour said that the United Na- 
tions intended to ask countries 
which pledged economic assist- 
ance to nations affected by the 


application of sanctions against 
Iraq to urgently provide assist- 
ance to compensate these nations 
for tbeir economic losses. 

Nour, who is assistant adminis- 
trator and regional director for 
the Bureau for Arab States and 
European Programmes at the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), had a 
meeting with Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma who briefed him 
on the voluntary and charitable 
services offered through the 
Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund 
(QAF). 

The Princess, who is chairperson 
of the fund's Board of Trustees, 
also discussed with Nour wav's to 
increae bilateral cooperation on. 

Minister of Agriculture Sulei- 
man Arabiyat met with Dr. Nour 
and briefed him on agricultural 
projects implemented in coopera- 
tion with UNDP in Jordan. These 
include the development of pas- 
ture lands and the rain-fed high- 
lands as well as projects for lives- 
tock and bee breeding. 

Nour requested Arabiyat to 
provide UNDP with detailed stu- 
dies of these projects as well as 
the proposals of the Ministry of 
Agriculture so that sufficient 
financing can be found in the 
future. 


AMMAN (Petra) — French Pres- 
ident Francois Mitterrand’s 
address to the U.N. General 
Assembly brought a ray of hope 
to the world because it stressed 
the fact that war can be avoided 
in the Gulf and the world can be 
saved from its devastating con- 
sequences, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan said in a 
television interview. 

“The views of the Soviet Un- 
ion, 3 number of European coun- 
tries and Japan with regard to this 
issue also provide additional rays 
of hope,” said the Prince in an 
interview with the French Televi- 
sion, presented Sunday evening. 

He said His Majesty King Hus- 
sein had been striving to end the 
Gulf crisis by peaceful means and 
had secured Iraq's consent to 
withdraw from Kuwait, but the 
opportunity was lost in the course 
of events. “Despite this, Jordan 
believes that it can play a role 
together with the rest of the Arab 
countries to bring about a peace- 
ful settlement,” Prince Hassan 
said. 

“Through Amman, the world 

is orttnfflumicftring with Ba ghdad , 
and the Jordanian capital has 
been serving as a diplomatic 
channel for attaining a political 
settlement,” Prince Hassan 
pointed ouz. He said that certain 
Western and Arab countries ac- 
cuse Jordan of siding with Iraq, 
but Amman has already conde- 
mned Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
and has dearly pointed out that it 
can by no means condone the 
annexation of other countries, 
territories by force, as Israel did 
to Jerusalem. He noted that Jor- 
dan had been trying to preserve 
its own independent views and 
that it was better for the world to 
have Jordan play this important 
role as channel of communication 
2 nd connection with Iraq. 

The Prince said that Jordan 
would like to see international 
standards and legitimacy applied 
equally in all cases. 

“Jordanians over the past t hr ee 
yean have been witnessing scenes 
of violence in the occupi«l Arab 
territories which have caused the 


death of 800 Palestinians and the 
injury of 45,000 others," said 
Prince Hassan. 

Prince Hassan expressed the 
view that Iraq has been targeted 
by the West because it possesses a 
vast military power; he said that 
any talk about Iraq's withdrawal 
from Kuwait would be just a 
secondary objective. 

He said that Iraq was not the 
only country in the region to 
possess chemical, nuclear or 
biological weapons since Israel, 
Syria. Egypt and Libya have their 
own stockpiles of these mass des- 
truction weapons. 

In reply to a question about 
Jordan's economic difficulties, 
the Prince said: “Amman must 
know wi thin one month about the 
financial assistance it is going to 
get from the world community 
because there is a growing feeling 
that Jordan is being subjected to 
constant political pressure.” 

He said: “If Jordan were to 
send troops to Saudi Arabia 
tomorrow, the whole situation 
would probably change.” “We 
are ready to send troops to sepa- 
rate between two Arab ponies, 
and we made this dear on Aug. 7 
when Jordan announced its readi- 
ness to join other Arab and Isla- 
mic nations in helping to solve 
Arab- Arab issues and problems,” 
the Prince added. 

Referring to Jordan’s trade, 
the Prince said that Jordan had 
lost nearly SO per cent of its gross 
national products and of its ex- 
ports of agricultural produce, 
which used to go to Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia in addition to losing 
income from Jordanian expatri- 
ates working in the Gulf region. 

“Jordan, as you can see, is the 
victim of the current embargo 
a gainst Iraq. It looks as though it 
was Jordan which invaded 
Kuwait, and it seems like we are 
being punished because we tried 
to make a link between the va- 
rious issues of this region” said 
Prince Hassan. 

He stressed that Jordan re- 
spects all U.N. Security Council 
resolutions and has a strong belief 
and confidence that it can contri- 


bute towards the cause of peace 
and stability in the region. 

“Jordan does not buy oil from 
Iraq, and the amounts that had 
been shipped to Jordan were 
merely payment for a S100 mil- 
lion debt to the Kingdom,” the 
Prince added. 

“If Jordan had exported this 
oil, then it would have been a 
violation of the sanctions," be 
said. 

Prince Hassan said that Jor- 
dan's borders with Iraq are 
almost closed and the govern- 
ment of Jordan has even stopped 
the shipment of medicines and 
milk, awaiting clarification about 
such shipments from the Security 
Council's Sanctions Committee. 

“Jordan bad been promised 
$50 million in compensation for 
the damages and expenditures 
incurred directly or indirectly 
from the influx of evacuees from 
Kuwait and Iraq, but it bas re- 
ceived only $4 milli on and the 
United States seems to be placing 
conditions on Jordan before 
sending any assistance to this 
country because Washington be- 
lieves A mman was QOt doing 
enough to deserve such assist- 
ance," Prince Hassan pointed 
out. 

“We have the right to decide 
the way we would like to hve or 
die, this is our right in life,” the 
Prince added. 

“The world has been talking 
about a humanitarian problem in 
Eastern Europe but we too have 
a humanitarian problem in the 
Arab and Islamic World,” Prince 
Hassan continued. He said 300 
million Arab and Muslim people 
inhabit the area stretching from 
Cairo to MarwahaH and by five 
end of the present century 70 per 
cent of these people win be under 
15 years of age. 

“This is certainly the real prob- 
lem for the Middle East region,” 
the Prince said. 

The Prince expressed hope that 
no European would leave Jordan 
which, he stressed, would con- 
tinue to shoulder its national and 
h umani tarian responsibilities at 
all costs. 


Taiwan, Canada, EC and 
Italy offer aid for evacuees 


Senate holds special session, 
Sleets members to committees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Upper 
House of Parliament met in a 
special session Monday under the 
chairmanship of Speaker Ahmad 
A1 Lawzi to review the country’s 
mobilisation and military training 
programmes. 

The Senate studied funds re- 
quired to finance the programmes 
and issued an appeal to members 
of the public to contribute gener- 
ously towards that cause. Later it 
was announced that the Senate 
members have each donated a 
month’s salary to help finance the 
government’s mobilisation prog- 
ramme. The Senate said that the 
door would remain open for 
further contributions. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the House’s first 
collection amounted to JD 
54,500. 

Both houses of Parliament, on 
Oct. 16, were briefed by Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran on the 
government's programmes to 
provide military training to the 
public. The government, Badran 
said, will provide training in 
schools, community colleges, uni- 


versities and main industries. 

“So far 150,000 Jordanians 
have been trained in the use of 
light weapons and first aid since 
the People’s Army was created in 
1985, but the programme of train- 
ing will continue,” he said. 

Parliament members had ear- 
lier demanded that all public 
members be trained and that 
people be armed to be ready to 
defend tbeir nation in the event 
of aggression on Jordan. 

Badran said that People's 
Army training programme would 
increase, and more people would 
be offered training. 

Towards the end of the session 
the Senate, chose three members: 
Ishaq A1 Farhan, Saeed AI Tal 
and Khaled Tarawnch to repre- 
sent it in the follow-up committee 
grouping members of the Lower 
House and the government and 
entrusted with dealing with mat- 
ters related to the People’s Army. 

The Senate also elected three 
■other members: Jaafar Shami, 
Mohammad Budeir and Kamal 
Al Shaer to represent the House 


in the government commission 
entrusted with raising financial 
contributions for the People's 
Army. 

Meanwhile, the government 
Monday announced the forma- 
tion of a technical committee 
grouping representatives of the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment, 
Amman Municipality and the 
Jordanian Engineers Association 
(JEA) to work out a comprehen- 
sive study on the condition of 
shelters in and around the Grea- 
ter Amman region. 

Minister of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs Abdul Karim Al 
Dughmi said that this step was 
taken in implementation of direc- 
tives by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. 

Following the formation of the 
committee, a draft for its prog- 
ramme was sent to die Prime 
Minister for approval. Once the 
committee's programmes have 
been endorsed, be said, a compre- 
hensive report on the state of the 
shelters and houses will be pub- 
lished. 


Iraq says foreigners abroad by 
Oct. 23 lose residence, work permits 


By Murium M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — AH Jordanians 
who axe not in Iraq or Kuwait 
by 12 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 23, 
will risk losing residence and 
work permits, a senior Iraqi 
Embassy official said Monday. 

“AH those wishing to keep 
their residence and work per- 
mits for Iraq or the province of 
Kuwait should be in the terri- 
tories by Oct. 23,” said Sabar 
Abbas Al Ahbabi, consol at 
die Iraqi Embassy in Amman 
in an interview with the Jordan 
Times. 

AI Ahbabi explained that 
the measure was a temporary 
administrative step which was 
announced “some time ago.” 
Bat for the nearly 350 people, 
mostly Arab nationals, lined 
up in front of the Iraqi Embas- 


sy Monday the news was new 
rather than old. 

"If we had not read about it 
in the newspaper we would not 
have known about the change 
in the entry permits.” said one 
Jordanian trying to make sure 
he can make it bade to his work 
place in Iraq on time. 

“I heard by way of a friend 
and I am afraid I will not get 
back on time,” said another in 
the long line of residence per- 
mit applicants. 

The Iraqi Embassy official 
explained that a “special per- 
mit extension” bad been made 
for the Arab nationals working 
in Iraq. “As of Aug. 2 no one 
was allowed in or out of Iraq 
without a permit, but the gov- 
ernment decided Aug. 23, that 
they would give Arab nationals 
a two-month period to decide 
if they wanted to stay in Iraq 
and the Kuwaiti province or 


leave. That time period ends 
Oct. 23," said-Al Ahbabi. 

Although all Jordanians and 
other Arab nationals were per- 
mitted to enter Iraq without a 
visa even before the Arab 
Cooperation Council, which 
groups Iraq, Jordan, Yemen 
and Egypt in an economic un- 
ion, was founded, that will end 
“temporarily” as of Oct. 23, 
according to the Iraqi embassy 
official. 

Between Nov. 5 and 7, the 
Iraqi government will conduct 
a population survey. Al Ahba- 
bi said he was not certain about 
what will happen after the Sur- 
vey is taken. “We will wait for 
further instructions from Bagh- 
dad,” he said. 

About 300,000 Jordanian 
nationals still reside in Kuwait 
and Iraq; of these approx- 
imately 175,000 are wage ear- 
ners. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Taiwan has 
donated SI .5 million to Jordan to 
help it carry out its humanitarian 
mission towards the evacuees 
from Iraq and Kuwait and said 
that it would provide in-kind 
assistance to Jordan for the same 
cause. 

Salamch Hammed, bead of the 
government appointed Evacuee 
Welfare Committee, received a 
cheque with the donation from 
the director of the Amman-based 
Middle East Trade Office. 

The Taiwanese official said 
t ha t his country appreciated Jor- 
dan’s humanitarian efforts to- 
wards the evacuees and was plan- 
ning shipments of in-kind assist- 
ance to contribute to this noble 
came. 

panada has donated $425,000 
to the Jordanian government to 
assist it for the services to the 
evacuees from Iraq and Kuwait. 

A cheque for the sum was 
handed to the head of the 
government -appointed Commit- 
tee for the Evacuee Affairs, 
Salamch Hammad, by Michael 
Chesson, charge d'affaires at the 
Canadian Embassy in Amman . 

Chesson expressed the Cana- 
dian government's appreciation 
of Jordan’s efforts to provide 
facilities for the evacuees and 
praised His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's endeavours to find solu- 
tions for the Middle East prob- 
lems. 

Hammad thanked the Cana- 
dian government for its contribu- 
tion which, be said, would assist 
the government to carry on with 
its humanitarian work. 

Meanwhile, the European 
Community (EC) announced 
Sunday lha: it would pay for the 
repatriation of a further 10,000 
Sri Lankans expected to cross 
into Jordan from Iraq and Kuwait 
over the coming few weeks, at a 
cost of S4.9 million. The move 
was made in response to a call for 
assistance from the Sri Lankan 
government. An agreement be- 
tween EC and the ambassador of 
Sri I^nka to Belgium was signed 
in Brussels on 19.10. 1990. 

The airlift will take place over a 
two-week period, with the first 
batch of passengers expected to 
be flown out of Amman Monday 
Oct. 22. 

To date, the European Com- 
mission has financed the airlift of 
22,788 Sri Lankan nationals from 
Amman to Colombo at a cost of 
$10,6 million. The total cost of 
emergency aid provided by the 
European Commission to the 
evacuation pr o gra m m e in Jordan 
has reached $58 million out of the 
$77 million pledged. 

The European Community 


member states have committed a 
further $33 million. 

The Italian ship “Jolly Bianco” 
arrived in the port of Aqaba 
carrying 1.570 tonnes of rice, for 
a total value of 2 billion Trahan 
lire (about $1.75 million) granted 
to the Jordanian government to 
help it face the serious economic 
difficulties due to the consequ- 
ences of the Gulf crisis and the 


inflow of foreign people from 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

The rice was loaded in 79 
containers, which are also part of 
the Italian grant, according to an 
Italian Embassy statement. 

This food aid in rice, according 
to the statement, is only a pan of 
the effort done by Italy for Jor- 
dan. 


DISTINCTIVE VIUAS 
Type Aspect 


3 bed/3 
3 bed/3 
3 bed a 
3 bed/2 
3 bed/2 
3 bed/2 
A bed/3 

3 bed/2 
5 bed/4 
5 bed/4 

4 bed/3 
3 bed/3 
3 bed/3 
3 bed/2 
3 bed/3 


bath (UF) 
bath (UF) 
bath (F) 
bath (F) 
bath (F) 
bath (F) 
bath (UF) 
bath (F) 
bath (UF) 
bath (UF) 
bath (F) 
bath (UF) 
bath (UF) 
bath (UF) 
bath (F) 


ground floor 
via 

apanmert 
apartment 
apt 2nd floor 
ground apt 
Villa 

apt 1st floor 
via 
via 
via 

flat 2nd floor 
7 apis. bldg, 
roof 


AEAETMENTS - FIATS 


Sweifieh 

Sweifieh 

Shmtisani 

Shmeisari 

Jubatha 

Um-Uthama 


Shmesam 

Um-Sumaq 

Shmetsani 

Rabia 

Tla'a Afi 

Shmeisari 

Um-Uthaina 

Shmetsani 


Votortpsr 

JO 7.000 

X 7.000 

XI 4500 
JD 5.500 
JO 5.500 
JD 5,500 

JO 10.000 
JD 6.000 
JD 11.000 
JD 20,000 
JO 10,000 
JO 6500 
JO 4500 
X 20.000 
JD 6,000 


And many other offers between JD 5,000 - 22,000. All units 
include: Fully fitted kitchen. W & D, personal parking space. TV, 
phone, utility room and many other features. 

Rarely available and potentially stunning in prestigious locations 
for foreign personnels onfy. 

Minaret Real Estate, Tel: 833478/833479 (Nldal). 


AMMAN TRANSPORT AND MUNICIPAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
(Loan No. 2334 -JO) 

TENDER REISSUE 

The Municipality of Greater Amman intends to apply part 
of the proceeds of the above loan to the development of 
systems ol cost accounting study for the technical 
departments in the Municipality of Greater Amman. 
Consultant offices may obtain the terms of reference for a 
non-refundable fee of JD 40 (Forty) J.D.) starting on 
Monday 22/10/1990, from:- 

Tenders Department 
Municipality of Greater Amman 
P.O. Box 132 
Amman - Jordan 
TLX; 21969 AMCITY JO 
FAX: 6/649420 

Documents will be granted free of charge for those who 
had previously purchased the documents from the Muni- 
cipality. 

.Closing date for accepting bids is 26/11/1990 at 12:00 
noon at the same address above. 
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Leave it to peacemakers 


THE BRITISH prime minister, Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, 
told Soviet envoy Yevgeny Primakov on Saturday that bar 
gover nment rejected any compromise over the Gulf crisis 
fhafr Moscow and Paris are trying to promote as a peaceful 
way out of the stalemate. U.S. President George B ash had 
apparently fr»lren a qmifar position hi the wake of Prima- 
kov’s recent talks frith him. 

Fortunately only Washington and London me against any 
form of compromise with B agh d ad , suggesting therefore 
rtorf- they prefer a military confrontation there. What is most 
pooling in the declared p os ition of Bush and TTudcher is the 
feet that they talk as if Kuwait and the Gulf were then- own 
property. What right do the U-S. and Britain have to accept 
or reject a political solution to the Kuwaiti si t ua ti on, except 
that they have forces stationed there? We would have 
thought that the Kuwaiti government was the most con- 
coned party and it is for it and it alone to take or leave a 
compromise. Secondly, if war is rejected as a means to 
resolve the Gulf crisis and negotiation is the remaining sane 
option left for the parties to pursue, then the concerned 
parties must be prepared to compromise in order to a tt a in 
lie objectives of negotiations. All concerned states need to at 
least satisfy some of their objectives before any such 
negotiations can be fruitful. This is the essence of negotia- 
tions. Of all capitals, Washing ton and London should be the 
first to comprehend the intricacies of the situation. As the 
dispute between Iraq and Kuwait is a long standing one 
touching upon disputed territory and other issues, it would 
seem sensible to discuss such territorial disputes here and 
now in order to encourage Iraq to sit cm the negotiating table 
instead of forcing it to precipitate a major conflagration in 
the Gulf region. As Moscow and Paris appear ready and 
able to e n te rtai n a compromise formula in the Gulf, the U.S. 
and B ritain are likewise called upon to iwuHm t more 
reaaonabkaem in the search for a permanent setflement of 
the Kuwaiti situation. It must be r rrolbri that the Iraqi 
mffitmy action in Kuwait (fid uot occur in a vacuum. It was 
the result of historical, geog r aphical and ecu no m i r prob- 
lems. The Saudi Arabian defence a rini ster ’ a d rria ra tio n 
Sunday that Iraq’s legitimate dahns agriast Kuwait can rtB 
be negotiated m a brotherly fesinan appean to give another 
gjfimmer of hope that Riyadh is abo entertai ni n g an 
amicable compro m ise in the Gulf crisis. What better way is 
there then than to enc ourag e the Arabs themselves to 
prepare the ground for a settlem e nt between Iraq and 
Kuwait and to bring In the fattemational community biter to 
reach a global thuhiliwi to the conflict? Washington and 
London’s u lwtinalc efforts to frustrate the dedicated efforts 
of the Soviet Unkm, France, and some other Arab countries, 
like Jordan, could spell disaster for aO sides and hopes for 
lasting peace. They should moderate their stance, give peace 
a chance, or rise heave It to others to try and avoid an 
imminent catastrophe. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Intensive pressure being exerted on Jordan now a days can only 
reflect a determined effort on the part of hostile forces to end the 
country^ steadfastness and to sell out its national stand and futur e 
generations, said AJ Ra'i Arabic daily Monday. The United States 
and the other imperialist forces are living in illusion if they believe 
that such pressure would force Jordan to join the U-S.-led foreign 
intervention in the Arabian Paw- »!a and array its forces against 
Iraq, the paper added. What the Americans and their allies are 
doing now is imposing an embargo cm Jordan and its international 
trade; and this is a very dangerous game because should it 
continue, it would mean a declaration of war on the Jordanian 
people by trying to starve its children and paralysing its economic 
life, the paper pointed out. It said that Jordan and the Jordanian 
people can by no means accept to place their heads under the 
American boots, and the Jordanian people can by no means allow 
their armed forces to serve as mercenary troops serving the aims 
and objectives of the enemies of the Arab Nation. What the 
imperialist forces aim to achieve now, the paper said, is to involve 
Jordan and its people and armed forces in the process of 
weakening the Arab Nation and stemming its growth and 
p ro gr ess. Washington, London and the other capitals which are 
now hatching conspiracies against the Arab Nation should realise 
before it is too late the Jordan which has been exposed to 
hardships and pressures holds many winning cards, and will act in 
time and in a manner to abort all conspiracies, the paper warned. 

A columnist in A1 Ral Arabic daily on Monday criticised the 
public ad mini stration system in Jordan for lacking a dear cot 
policy for retiring government employees, and says that the way 
the process has been adopted so for is resented by civil servants 
and members of the public alike. Salah Abdul Sound refers in his 
column to a recent government decision to retire several 
governors at tbe Ministry of Interior, a process which, he says, 
happens now and then without any proper explanation to die 
retired persons or the civil servants at large. The writer says that 
□0 government employee welcomes the idea of being retired 
before reaching 60 years Of age or serving for 30 years ami indeed 
his or her achievements during tbe long service in government 
departments won them experience that should not be easily 
disposed off. Hie writer notes that the governors retired a few 
days ago have the right to know tbe resason for the decision 
especially since they had offered a great service add accomplished 
many achievements for the state. He also says that the public 
ad minis t r ation system in Jordan should lay down specific rules 
and sets of criteria to be followed for ret iri ng government 
employees and that humane methods should be followed in 
informing tbe retired person of his or her end of services, not 
through a telephone conversation or a mere note on his or her 
desk in the morning. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Ehouri 


The Marlboro men of morality’s last ride 


There are positive indications 
from several quarters today 
that the chances of resolving 
the crisis in the Gulf through 
peaceful negotiations may be 
greater than the prospects of a 
destructive military shootout. 
The underlying political and 
psychological dynamics that 
have run their course in the 
past month are significant. 

L It should be dear by now 
that the initial reason or excuse 
which tbe American-led West- 
ern fmces used for sending 
about 300,000 troops to the 
Gulf is inaccurate and invalid. 
That excuse was the protection 
of Saudi Arabia from an 
alleged Iraqi threat to attack 
Saudi Arabia and its oQ fields. 

No such threat ever existed. 
Therefore, there could be fer- 
tile diplomatic ground to ex- 
plore die possibility of 
out or changing the command 
structure of Western forces in 
the Gulf through an inter- Arab 
and international arrangement 
that would assure the security 
and territorial inviolability of 
Saudi Arabia. If this were 

assured, with adequate guaran- 
tees that could include great 
power and intra-Arab 
commitments through tbe 
Security Council, we would 
take a large step towards de- 
fusing the conflict This would 
be a crucial first step towards 
securing an Iraqi w ithdr aw al 
from Kuwait and resolving bi- 
lateral Iraqi-Kuwaiti disputes. 

2. Tbe international embar- 
go against Iraq will soon start 
to have a significant impact. It 
is important to remember that 
the Western forces entered the 
Gulf in order to protect Saudi 
Arabia and enforce the embar- 
go against Iraq. Tbe embargo 
itself was the key mechanism 
which the world agreed upon 
to force an Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait. 

3. Western public opinion is 
slowly but surely indicting 
some second thoughts about 


the wisdom and the scope of 
the Western troop build-up in 
the Gulf. The American 
budget problem has highlight- 
ed the folly and tbe nntenabfl- 
hy of the belief that America is 
using its resources to assure a 
new post-Cold War world 
order. The grassroots wisdom 
and rationality of the Amer- 
ican people are making them- 
selves felt, at last, and Amer- 
ican politicians are taking note. 
To reduce the medical benefits 
of elderly Americans in order 
to assure the profits of Texan 
oilmen through neo-colonial 
thrusts half way around the 
world is a rather repulsive pro- 
logue to a new world order of 
law and justice. It is also a 
rather sick joke at the expense 
of ordinarily honourable 
American principles. 

4. Widespread and growing 
Arab and international efforts 
to promote a negotiated settle- 
ment portend enhanced 
chances of success in the fu- 
ture. French and Soviet efforts 
are probably tbe most note- 
worthy in this respect Though 
a dramatic breakthrough is not 
expected, we can assume that 
the pace and scope of the 
search for diplomatic progress 
is a sign that the forces of 
reason wifl prevail over the 
forces of mili tarism _ 

5. The continued force of 
anti-American and anti-British 
sentiment in the region, is tbe 
face of the greatest single milit- 
ary mobilisation since World 
War n, should make it clear to 
Bush, Thatcher & Co. that the 
people of much of the Arab 
World have embarked on an 
important historical phase of 
their 500-year-old struggle 
against foreign imperial and 
colonial interference. Even if a 
war breaks out add Iraq is 
militarily checked or defeated, 
we would find ourselves at the 
start of a long-term and prob- 
ably violent cyde of Arab- 
Western confrontation. Such a 


development would be costly 
and divisive, and would serve 
nobody's long-term interests. 
It should be avioded, if 
possible. 

6. Most important of all, I 
■ think, the chances of negotia- 
tions are enhanced by the fact 
that Iraq can be seen to have 
achieved virtually all of its poli- 
tical objectives. Therefore it 
can afford to withdraw from 
Kuwait according to terms that 
would be acceptable to itself, 
the Western forces allied 
against it, and the other Arabs 
who are calling for a negoti- 
ated solution free of Western 
military threats , in this re- 
spect, I would list Iraq’s poli- 
tical achievements as follows: 

a. It has sent a dear message 
to the Gulf states that they are 
vulnerable and perhaps even 
untenable entities that cannot 
expect to be left alone if they 
pursue arrogant policies that 
threaten the livelihood and 
national security of other Arab 
peoples. The political order in 
the Gulf which the British left 
behind in the first half of this 
century has proved itself to be 
a cruel fiction. It may have 
served British imperial in- 
terests decades ago, but it has 
been a resounding failure in 
terms of its ability to assure tbe 
Arab people of a life of hones- 
ty, justice, productivity, secur- 
ity and dignity. 

Such an order can and 
should exist only on the basis 
of marshalling Arab resources 
in the service of pan-Arab 
goals, interests and aspira- 
tions, within a broader interna- 
tional order based on justice 
and mutual interests, it cannot 
exist on the basis of make- 
believe, miniature countries 
that have to scurry under the 
armour of American and British 
troops, and it cannot perpetuate 
financial flows that serve die 
interests of Western b anks and 
oil companies before they 
serve the dreams and hopes of 


200 milli on other fellow Arabs. 
Iraq has made the world come 
to grips with toe reality tint an 
Arab World destined to live 
with grotesque economic dis- 
tortions and disequilibrium will 
reach tbe point where its peo- 
ple rise up and rebel against an 
unjust and untenable order 
that was formulated by tbe 
British and French and sus- 
tained by the Israelis and 
Americans. 

b. It has sent a message to 
Israel that the Arab people will 
not forever remain docile and 
quiescent before the reality of 
an Israeli state that seeks to be 
a predatory regional super- 
power. It has made tbe world 

recognise that peace and stabil- 
ity in the Gulf or any other part 

of toe Middle East are un- 
attainable if Palestine, through 
the political fear and economic 
greed of the great powers, » 
ordained to remain in a state of 
injustice and instability. It has 
shown the West that its 
celebration of a new post-Cold 
War political order is partial 
and premature, as long as five 
million Pa&lestmians and many 
mfltions of other Arabs in 
Lebanon, Syria and Jordan 
continue to suffer a debilitating 
national agony. 

c. It has sent a message to 
the international community of 
nations that the global instru- 
ment of a just and stable world 
older — the United Nations 
and its Security Council and 
General Assembly resolutions 
— cannot be taken seriously if 
the legal dictates of that world 
order are applied selectively in 
different countries. If Iraq 
should not occupy and colonise 
Kuwait — and certainly it 
should not — then Israel 
should not occupy and colonise 
Palestine, and the United 
States shook! not finance that 
Israeli occupation and col- 
onisation. 

Tbe zealotry that has char- 
acterised the international re- 


sponse to Kuwait must be re- 
peated with equal vigour in 
other conflicts in' which one 
people is unjustly aggrieved by 
another. Lest week, we saw 
the sickening spectacle of the 
United States government 
working overtime at tbe Un- 
ited Nations to generate a re- 
solution on a fact-finding nns- 
sion to Palestine that would be 
toothless and meaningless. If 
the United States and its part- 
ners drift into over-drive for 
Kuwait but stall in neutral for 
Palestine, they cannot expect 
anything other than the kind of 
disdain which they have gener- 
ated from many parts of the 
Arab World this month. 

d. And, Iraq has sent a 
message to the Western pow- 
ers that their tradition of impe- 
rial and colonial control of 
Arab lands and resources must 
come to an end, in the same 
way that the Soviet empire has 
ended in Europe. Unwittingly 
or not, the Iraqis have rekin- 
dled the spark of pan- Arab 
nationalism that has remained 
in toe hearts of all Arabs for all 
of this century. This does not 
mean that Saddam Hussein 
will be chosen as the leader of 
the Arabs, or that other Arab 
peoples will choose to emulate 
the domestic political system 
which prevails in Iraq. But it 
does mean that tens of millions 
of Arabs are standing up once 
again and forcefully t elling the 
Americans and the British that 
we will not, as we did earlier 
tins century, stand by idly as 
foreign troops threaten us with 
apolitical and economic order 
which has been shown to be a 
failure in ail respects, whether 
in terms of our domestic life, 
regional integration or interna- 
tional relationships. 

It is unfortunate that it re- 
quired the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait to bring these points to 
the attention of the world. This 
does not justify Iraq's actions 
or support its present posture. 


One would have preferred that 
these lessons could have been 
learned without the subjug* 
tfon of Kuwait But, this is the 
rea lity of what has happened in 
the past 11 weeks. More im- 
portant, perhaps. it could help 
poult the way out of the pre- 
sent crisis. 

Tbe essential fact has been 
established: tW* is not a con- 
flict only about ■ Iraq and 
Kuwait, much as tbe West’s 
Marlboro men of morality 
would like us to believe. Deep, 
pent-up feelings of disenchant- 
ment, anger and h nnuH a tio n 
throughout the Arab Work! 
have been summoned forth 
since Aug. 2 to redraw the 
terms of reference of this con- 
flict. This is now a battle bang 
fought over a legacy ofWest- 

ern imperial and colonial 
adventures in our lands and 
homes, over a history of inter- 
national lassitude rewards, tbe 
p light of the Palestinians and 
toe honour of hundreds of tui- 
tions of other Arabs, and over 
a pattern of intra-Arab ineqjn- . 
ty and profligacy which cannot 
endure without producing new 
generations of Arabs fired bjj 
humiliati on and rage. \ 

Despite the emotionaHsm'i 
and heightened tensions of the I 
moment, we should not lose 
sight of die fact that the aspira- 
tions of the Arabs and the 
objectives of the West still can 

be achieved simultaneously — 

toe freedom of Kuwait, Pales- 
tine, Lebanon and Syria, and a 
rational, stable Arab order 
which responds to the aspira- 
tions of all Arabs, and not only 
those with gold credit cards 
drawn on the Imperial Bank of 
Bush and Thatcher. The 
aspirations of all concerned 
can be achieved simultaneous- 
ly — if there is sufficient clarity 

of mmd, honesty of history and 
. coolness of nerves to appreci- 
ate the full dimensions of tbe 
present situation on the ground 
and in people’s hearts and 
minds. 


- STi 

Israel’s role in the Gulf crisis 


r.v 


The following two letters to the 
editor are reprinted from the 
GuardSan newspaper under the 
above headline. 

The decision by the govern- 
ment of Israel not to cooperate 
with the United Nations Secur- 
ity Council investigating last 
week’s killings of Arabs in 
Jerusalem (Guardian, October 
15) is hard to understand. But 
even more puzzling is the atti- 
tude of Israel’s allies in 
Washington, without whom 
Israel would itself become an 
easy prey to Arab aggression 
— as easy as Kuwait; there has 
been some grandly righteous 
posturing about that in 
Washington, but no one seems 
to have taken account of toe 
comparable crimes perpetrated 
by Israel in the Arab territories 
west of tbe Jordan. 

Meanwhile Saddam Hussein 
has drawn attention to this 
other lamentable situation and 
offered to withdraw provided 
Israel withdraws. He probably 
wouldn't, but that dosen’t alter 
tbe moral situation. 

Those of ns who fear his 
pretensions, yet say or do no- 
thing about tbe West Bank, 
have in him the enemy we 
deserve, especially those who 
as Christians have supported 
Israel on the grounds of merely 
Biblical affirmations of Israel’s 
right to lands west of Jordan 
and tbe Dead Sea. 


Meanwhile Israel was 
offered by no less an Arab than 
Yasser Arafat toe acknowledg- 
ment of its right to exist. What 
more does it want? Why did 
not Washington bring immedi- 
ate pressure to bear on Israel 
about toe Arab lands on its 
territory? Never mind, if 
Washington will not lean on 
Israel, Britain can lean on its 
American allies. What would 
the President feel if Britain 
were to pull out of his carefully 
fostered anti-Iraqi alliance un- 
less some righteous action 
were taken against Israel? 

Christopher Pilkington. 
(Hon Canon Emeritus, Bris- 
tol), 

Grove House. 

Cornwallis Grove. 

Bristol. 

Having recently returned from 
the Occupied Territories and 
Israel, I can say that to visit 
Palestinians there is to gain a 
different and at least equally 
compelling perspective to that 
often presented with regard to 
both Israel and the Gulf con- 
flict. 

Arabs living within Israel 
would not recognise that coun- 
try as toe benign and liberal 
democracy which its apologists 
present. Their reality is of a 
fascist tyranny devoid of re- 
spect for human rights and in 
which they as Arabs are tre- 
ated as racial inferiors. 


The claim of Israel to be a 
democracy is to them a sham. 

Arabist parties are not per- 
mitted. Polling districts where 
ballot boxes are publicly 
emptied are so small that indi- 
viduals are fearful of identifica- 
tion. Discrimination is also 
pervasive. Pennits for house- 
building among a rapidly grow- 
ing population are unavailable 
unless large areas of Arab land 
are surrendered to the state for 
Jewish settlement or use. 

Over the last three years, 
tens of thousands of Palesti- 
nians have been taken into 
detention without toe benefit 
of legal representation for 
periods of up to six months — 
extendable to a year. When 
appeals are made to the Milit- 
ary Government, decisions are 
made on the basis of secret 
files available neither to tbe 
accused nor his lawyer. Taxes 
are levied on Palestinians with- 
out any account as to what they 
are spent on. Universities are 
shut down with contempt for 
educational needs. Palestinians 
are short of water. Land is 
expropriated without effective 
compensation or appeal. At a 
whim, water and electricity can 
be cut off. Twenty-four hour 
curfews can be suddenly im- 
posed. Harassment is normal 
and expected, to the extent 
that the purpose of the occupa- 
tion is seen less as the defence 
of Israel and increasingly as 


part of a long-term plan to 
pressurise the Palestinians to 
toe East of the Jordan River. 

Against this background, it 
is hardly surprising that re- 
fugee camps are decorated 
with Pales tinian and Iraqi flags 
and combined portraits of Ara- 
fat and Saddam Hussein. No 
one else has offered to relieve 
generations of injustice, suffer- 
ing and humiliation. At last it 
appears that a fellow Arab has 
the power to deliver. 

For such people, an Arab 
dictator, however brutal, cruci- 
fied on the cross of Western 
self interest will be as potent 
dead as alive. He should not 
have invaded Kuwait and 
should be removed by 
appropriate means. But to 
Arabs suffering under the 
Israeli yoke, the Gulf crisis is 
about cheap and plentiful oil to 
the “haves” of the West — and 
toe unmerited protection of 
Israel. Other occupations go 
unreversed. Double standards 
prevail. 

To remove Saddam Hussein 
without securing justice for toe 
Palestinians would produce an 
enduring and seismic Arab 
reaction against those re- 
sponsible. Thus are tbe Palesti- 
nian and Gulf crisis linked. 

Tony Marlow. 

(Con, Northampton North), 
House of Commons, 

London SW1. 


Germany can’t stop worrying 


By . Andrew Gumbd 

Reuter 

BERLIN — The new united Ger- 
many has officially welcomed the 
East’s communists into its demo- 
cratic system, but an aimed 
police . raid on their Berlin head- 
quarters shows that it still cannot 
decide if they are friend or foe. 

The Communist Party that held 
East Germany in an iron grip for 
40 years has reformed and 
changed its name to toe Party of 
Democratic Sotialrim (PDS). It is 
represented in parliament and 
looks like staying there after De- 
cember elections. 

But tbe raid, made without a 
search warrant in the dead of 
night on Friday, has prompted 
widespread accusations of abuse 
of power and hi g hli gh ted the mis- 
trust still surrounding toe party. 

"The political leader? of this 
enlarged Germany find some of 
toe t hing s that have come in from 
toe East very hard to stomach,’’ 
the populist eastern daily Junge 
Welt commented. 

Some 250 armed police forced 
their way into toe offices of PDS 
Leader Gregor Gysi and former 
Prime Minister Hans Modrow, 
both officially enjoying immunity 
as parliamentary deputies. 

They were looking for evidence 
of an alleged fraud worth 100 
million marks ($67 million) but 
came away empty-handed. 

The man who ordered toe raid, 
Berlin’s Councillor for Internal 


Affairs Erich Paetzold, still be- 
lieves the PDS transferred the 
money illegally to Norway and 
toe Netherlands and says he had 
to act fast before evidence dis- 
appeared. 

But political observers agree 
that a similar raid on one of the 
mainstream parties would be un- 
thinkable. j 

“The PDS hasn’t been banned. 

It must be given the same rights 
as anyone else,” said Burkhard 
Hirsch, a senior member of the 
Liberal Free Democrats. 

His view is not shared by Lutz 
Stavenhagen, state secretary re- 
sponsible for the secret services, 
who said in an interview pub- 
lished on Sunday that the PDS 
might be a security risk. 

“Our intelligence officials are 
carefully checking whether toe 
PDS has acted or spoken out 
against the constitution... and 
whether we should keep watch on 
them,” he told Bunte Magazine. 

The PDS’s prerinus in carnatio n, 
tbe Socialist Unity Party (SED), 
headed an authoritarian state 
kept in check by a vast security 
police network, the StasL 

Tbe party took over prime 
property throughout East Ger- . 
many. Its disgraced former lead- f 
ers are under investigation for 
embezzling state funds for their 
own or the party’s profit. 

A special commission is look- 
ing into the PDS’s finances and 
has frozen its funds, requiring 
permission for any transaction. 


Will the army let Benazir Bhutto return to power? 


By Sharon Herbaugh 

The Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — Benazir Bhut- 
to’s opponents may bar her from 
office even if she gets toe most 
votes in next week's election, or 
she might let them take over and 
risk political disaster in the eco- 
nomic crunch ahead. 

"It’s not everything that I be 
prime minister.” the former 
prime minister told a reporter 
during a break in the campaign. 

"Why should I raise prices by 
40 per cent, which is what they 
said they'll have to do after the 
elections? They'll have egg on 
their faces and we'U come back 
Huffing sot March. They won’r 
last six months.” 

Economists shy Pakistan is in 
for hard times became of a large 
debt, dwindling reserves, higher 
oil prices and a sharp decline in 
exports. 

Whether she will be permitted 
to resume office has been a nag- 
ging question ever since Ms. 


Bhutto was ousted on Aug. 6. 

President Ghulam Ishaq Khan 
used his constitutional power to 
dismiss her 20-month-old govern- 
ment on charges of corruption 
and abuse of power. He called 
elections three years ahead of 
schedule. 

Suspicion has grown that mar- 
tial law will be declared to keep 
Ms. Bhutto out of power, 
although top generals deny it. 
The army and the president 
wouldn’t kick her out just to let 
her return three months later, toe 
argument goes. 

After 11 weeks of name-calling 
and nearly a dozen unresolved 
court cases, 50 million voters will 
be eligible to deliver their verdict 
Wednesday. 

Despite increasing economic 
and social problems in this Mus- 
lim -nation of 1 10 million people, 
Benazir Bhutto has been toe only 
campaign issue. 

Her Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) and its smaller allies are 


pitted against the Islamic Demo- 
cratic Alliance (IDA), a loose 
coalition spanning the ideological 
spectrum and united only by 
opposition to Ms. Bhutto. 

At stake are 217. seats in toe 
National Assembly, the law-mak- 
ing lower house of parliament 
that elects toe prime minister. 

Pakistani campaigns usually 
are noisy, but this one has been 
relatively quiet, reflecting the 
cynicism of an electorate that has 
seen too many promises broken 
and democracy derailed too many 
times in the country's 43-year 
history. 

Few will disagree that Ms. 
Bhutto’s administration was dis- 
appointing. 

Her inexperience and allega- 
tions of widespread corruption 
drained toe large reservoir of 
goodwill that made her the first 
woman ro lead a modem Muslim 
nation. 

More than anything, both cri- 
tics and supporters say. her 


downfall stemmed from growing 
reliance on 'middlemen and a policy 
of giving patty supporters jobs, 
contracts and other rewards. 

"We made mistakes, no doubt 
about it," Ms. Bhutto said in toe 
interview. "Any government is 
going to have differences of 
perceptions, but it’s in the nation- 
al interest that they be resolved." 

Getting her out of office was 
easy enough, but toe president 
and caretaker government made 
serious miscalculations after- 
ward. 

Ms. Bhutto, 37, was dragged 
from court to court in an attempt 
to prove she was Pakistan’s most 
corrupt and incompetent leader. 
Her husband and dozens of sup- 
porters were, arrested on what 
titey claimed swsrT tromped-tip 
charges. 

Her opponents portrayed her 
as bad Muslim, a traitor who gave 
state secrets to India and sym- 
pathised with Israel. 


Their main accomplishment 
was to deflect attention from Ms. 
Bhutto’s dismal record, revive 
memories of toe military over- 
throw in 1977 and subsequent 
execution of her father. Prime 
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, and 
cast her as the martyr. 

Her opponents were plagued 
by internal rivalries, and growing 
impatience in the military indi- 
cated things weren't going as the 
generals planned. 

Most analysts predict neither 
ride will win a decisive majority, 
giving the civilian and military 
establishment room to form a 
coalition government that will 
keep Ms. Bhutto out of power. 

Stfll, her political organisation 
coakl emerge as the largest single 
party, as in November 1988. 

Analysts predict the Pakistan 
People s Party wifl sweep Sindh, 
the former prune minister's home 
province, and possibly win Pun- 


jab, her opponents' strongjhoi 
and the largest and most popi 
lous province. 

The party has been perceive 
as tbe party of the poor an 
downtrodden since Ms. Bhutto 
father founded it nearly 30 yeai 
ago. Ms. Bhutto inherited h 
mass support. 

She still faces toe threat c 
disqualification because of to 
half-dozen court cases pendin 
against her. 

Ms. Bhutto predicted toe can 
taker government would make, 
last-ditch attempt to pressure to 
special tribunals to exclude he 
from politics. 

Even if they succeed, she sak 
there is still her mother 
tend with. ™ T .' 

“These little guys think it’s toa 
t0 £ et nd of the Bhuttos? 
she asked with a grin. “Tbfe 
shouldn’t forget the name Begun 
N us rat Bhutto ” 
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Free market policy 
freed from smuggling 
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By Kathleen CaBo 

Renter 

HANOI — Vietnam has rounded 
ap hundreds of smugglers in a 
sometimes violent drive to pro- 
tect its fledgling free market from 
aflfjair competition. 

The nationwide campaign 
against contraband — particular- 
ly cigarettes — is part of a bid to 

boos! tax revenue, protect local 
industry and discourage spending 
of scarce dollars on consumer 
goods. 

The drive is one of several 
government measures to help 
T/jetsam cope with the painful 
munition from a centrally plan- 
ned economy to one exposed to 
gee market forces, state econom- 
ists said. 

Hanoi newspapers have been 
filled in recent weeks with reports 
of customs police capturing hun- 
dreds of smugglers. 

Several people were killed 
along the southwestern border 
with Cambodia in clashes be- 
tween Vietnamese customs police 
and smugglers, one economist 
said. 

Hanoi banned the import of all 
foreign cigarettes from Oct. 1 to 
protect local cigarettes produc- 
tion. 

Police in 19 provinces foiled 
attempts to smuggle in 721,000 
cartons of foreign cigarettes 
valued at 10 billion dong (S3 
millkKj) between Aug. 3 and Oct. 
2, the army newspaper Quan Doi 
Nhan Dan reported. They reco- 
vered more than one billion dong 
($167,000) in taxes. 

About 80 per cent of smuggled 
goods come from Thailand — by 
sea or by land across Cambodia 
and Laos — and the rest from 
China, said Le X uan Nghia, an 
economist at the government’s 
Institute for Scientific Research 
of Market and Price. 

“It’s a big problem for Viet- 
nam’s economy because those 
things smuggled in from Thailand 
are not being taxed,” Nghia said 
in an interview. 

Hanoi cannot afford to see pre- 
dons foreign exchange used to 
finance contraband. Exports 
totalled only S1.8 billion in 1989, 
Nghia said. A similar figure was 
expected this year. 

“We have tty use thar^iSrd 
carrency to pay for oil products 
ad other production materials, 
equipment and technology.” he 


said. ‘‘Instead of paying for those 
imports, we are spending one 
quarter of that amount on smug- 
gled consumer goods.” 

The success of the govern- 
ment's anti-smuggling drive was 
evident in the last week of 
September when the black mar- 
ket rates for the U.S. dollar and 
gold — a more accurate indicator 
of conditions than the state bank 
rates — fell to their lowest levels 
in months, economists said. 

One dollar bought 4,000 dong 
in April and soared to 7,000 dong 
by mid-September, but it dipped 
suddenly to 5,800 dong in the last 
week of September when demand 
for dollars slumped as police 
damped down on smugglers, eco- 
nomists said. 

The government has intro- 
duced new rules requiring local 
companies to register with the 
state and obtain import licences, 
and has dispatched extra customs 
guards to border regions. 

While the standard of living has 
improved from a couple of years 
ago, the economy is showing 
signs of strain this year and the 
smuggling hasn’t helped. 

Vietnam drove down its infla- 
tion from four-digit levels a few 
years ago to about 30 or 40 per 
cent last year. It is edging up 
again this year and Nghia said the 
figure now stood at 60 or 70 per 
cent. 

Unemployment is another wor- 
ry. Soldiers who returned last 
year from Cambodia and workers 
coming borne in droves from Eastern 
European countries that no lon- 
ger want them have swollen the 
ranks of the jobless. 

As the three-year-old econo- 
mic reforms take hold, thousands 
of state-run companies that no 
longer receive government sub- 
sidies and cannot compete with 
inexpensive imparts from Thai- 
land and China have collapsed, 
economists said. 

However, officials voice com- 
mitment to reform. Their anti- 
smuggling campaign is a pan. 

“The initial achievements are 
still modest but the decisive fac- 
tor is that the renewal process is 
on the right track and has yielded 
results beyond our expectation.” 
Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Tbacb told the U.N. General 
Assembly this month.. . 

“It is possible to affirm that the 
line of all-round renewal hqs be- 
come an irreversible p: 


Religion vs army battle continues in Burma 


ai has c 
roceSs.’ 


By Kevin Cooney 
Renter 

BANGKOK — The anny and the 
Buddhist faith, the dual centres 
of Burma’s split personality, arc 
in mortal conflict over the deci- 
sion by many monks to protest 
against military rule by simply 
doing nothing. 

“Soldiers have surrounded 
three monasteries in Mandalay 
and it looks like they plan to go 
in,” an informed source in die 
capital, Rangoon, told Reuters 
by telephone. 

Monks say two of their col- 
leagues were shot dead in Angus! 
during an anti-government de- 
monstration in Mandalay. Since 
then, many monks have refused 
to accept alms from soldiers or 
tend to the religious needs of 
their families. 

Soldiers have had to wed and 
welcome the births of their chil- 
dren without blessings and bury 
their dead without benefit of 
clergy. 

Senior monks have demanded 
that General Saw Mating, bead of 
the ruling State Law and Order 
Restoration Council (SLORC) 
apologise on national radio and 
television for the incident. 

Now, since midnight on Satur- 
day, B uddhist organisations par- 
ticipating in the boycott have 
been banned by the SLORC. 


“These illegal organisations 
through their deeds, words and 
publications arc threatening, 
blackmailing and boycotting the 
state governemst and arc found 
to be undermining law and 
order,” the SLORC announced 
on radio Rangoon as martial 
music played ominously in tbc 
background. 

The music was a reminder of 
1988 when the army turned their 
rifles on unarmed democracy 
campaigners and killed hundreds, 
including monks. 

“The monks have a held over 
the common soldier that a politi- 
cian docs not have,” a Rangoon- 
based diplomat said as the 
boycott spread south to the capit- 
al.' “But they are taking an in- 
creasingly confrontational course 
that’s leading them into danger. 

“The army has shown before 
that it does not regard a monk's 
robe as sacred.” 

There are 50,000 temples in 
Burma and 300,000 monks and 
novices at any one time , official 
figures indicate. The army has 
rifled the country in one guise or 
anotiier for three decades. 

“I have tolerated as much as ! 
can and you. my teachers, can see 
that I have also been doing what- 
ever is necessary. 1 have decided 
to take measures that should be 
taken ,*’ Saw Mauqg told a gather- 
ing of abbots las: week. 


He to:d them ±e situation in 
Burma today reminded him of 
the problems faced by Ki-g 
Anamrahta. who ruled a tast 
realm from the «v cf Passu from 
1M4 to 1077. 

Anamrafcta made war against 2 
group 0 / recalcitrant pr Tests iz 
northern Burma and sen: tens of 
thousands of their followers mro 
exile. 

Mandat), the main .northern 
cry of modem Burma, was at the 
centre of 19St‘s anti -government 
campaign and has resained re- 
bellious. 

“Monks arc the icsz challenge 
for the gcveremec:,” the Ran- 
goon source said. 

He said the National L e ague 
for Democracy. Which overwhel- 
mingly won an election in May 
only to be refused any role :n 
government b> the arsy. was 
“ur.pceen: a: tie moment." 

Another tiploea: based the 
capital said he would net rale out 
wholesale arrests of clergymen. 

A Burma analyst at a Western 
embassy in Bangkok saw die gov- 
ernment's ban as "a ma;c: escala- 
tion of the situation. “ 

“They {the ruling generals, are 
obviously very worried.'' he 
added. “I den'; see haw either 
lode can back dcurt. Messing with 
religion in Burma is a very dodgy 
business." 


English is “annoying” 


By Andrew Morgan 

Renter 

MONTREAL — The Canadian 
flag could once again grace 
Quebec’s 200-year-old parlia- 
ment budding if Gordon Atkin- 
son has his way. 

The maple leaf was pulled 
down after the province’s pro- 
independence Parti Quebroois 
to ok power in 1976. 

Atkinson belongs to the Equal- 
ity Party, a fringe group uf En- 
glish-speaking politicians who 
stunned the French-speaking pro- 
vince first by competing in the 
provincial arena and then by cap- 
turing four of the 125 seats in the 
legislature. 

Quebec’s English Canadians — 
accounting for just 15 per cent of 
the province’s 6.5 million resi- 
dents — are wealthier on average 
than French Canadians but $5pb 
oppressed by the increasingly 
nationalist majority. 


The most visible symbol of this 
is a controversial 1988 law ban- 
ning En glish from outdoor shop 
signs in Quebec. 

The Equality Party, dubbed 
the Eeks by its detractors, has 
capitalised on the disenchant- 
ment of Anglophones, who feel 
marginalised in a province they 
have inhabited for centuries. 

“We are the symbol of the 
frustration of a community not 
being consulted,’’ said Atkinson, 
a 69-year-old former radio broad- 
caster from Montreal. 

The party says individual rights 
have been trampled on by a 
government yielding to the col- 
lective will of the French-speak- 
ing majority. 

In 1988. the liberal government 
headed by Robert Bourassa in- 
voked a controversial clause in 
the constitution to override a 
federal high court ruling and push 
through the law on shop signs. 
The court had said the law 


violated individual freedom of 
expression. 

“There are many ways :o 
promote and preserve and enrich 
the vitality of the French lan- 
guage without the recourse of 
language rcr.r.ctic-s." said 29- 
year-old party leader Robert Lib- 
mac, nicknamed the “toy 
leader." 

Librr.ar. infuriated Frec:h 
Quebecers earlier tins year when 
he said the province's Ensush 
speakers were in some respects 
worse off than French Canadians 
in the res: of Canada. He sought 
police protection after receiving 
dozens of death threats. 

Six months later, the statmmt 
still dogs Libman. 

“It (the statement! was jus: too 
big an error. " said Pierre AaeriJ. 
a political scientist at Montreal's 
English-speaking McGii! Uni- 
versity. “It makes fr just abouj.. 
impossible for them to attract a 
prominent Francophone.” 


Mousetraps still a source of human fascination 
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By Julia Hayiey 

Reuter 

BED WAS, Wales — Tbc French 
favour of a line of garottes, which 
can strangle np to 10 at a time. 

Ed 18th century England people 
balanced a solid oak block which 
thundered down to crush an infil- 
trator at the slightest jolt. 

Mousetraps have fascinated 
some of the world’s best inven- 
tors for- hundreds, if not 
thousands, of years. 

“If a man write a better book, 
preach a better sermon, or make 
a better mousetrap... the world 
will make a beaten path to his 
door,” Ralph Waldo Emerson 
wrote last century. 

Bat designing mouse crap is not as 
simple as it may sound. 

Jeremy Procter’s mousetrap 
nrngwuw in this Welsh village is 
foil of examples of traps that 
failed as well as those that suc- 
ceeded. 

Various modem plastic traps 


— intended to catch the mouse 
alive — failed to account for the 
animal ’s ability to turn round in a 
tight space. 

Those designed to be humane 
are not necessarily so. The mouse 
often dies of fright or starves to 
death, Procter says. 

An elegant African trap in his 
collection is made from woven 
thorn tree twigs with the thorns 
pointing inwards like barbs on a 
fish hook. 

One of the most dramatic is a 
replica of an ancient Egyptian 
trap used in tombs to stop rats 
and mice eating the offerings of 
food and probably the bodies too. 
Procter says. 

It is a shoe-box sized day box 
with four slits in each side and a 
neat oval trap door triggered by 
the mouse or rat eating the bait at 
the far end. 

Procter, director of Procter 
Brothers — makers of Little Nip- 
per mousetraps — confesses to 
being a fanatical musdpulist 


(mousetrap collector). 

"It’s a confrontation between 
man and nature on a scale that 
even the most timid of us can 
manage.” he says. 

“The ingenuity people have 
applied to this problem over die 
years is very appealing.” 

The golden age for mousetrap 
invention was the second half of 
the last centuries, Procter says. A 
catalogue dated 1898-1900 has a 
rich variety of cages, springs, 
spikes and chutes. 

Peak usage in Britain was prob- 
ably during the post World War 
n slum clearances. 

For those outside the shims, 
mice have 'been somewhat of an 
embarrassment, says John Parry, 
who has worked in Procter’s 
mousetrap factory for 38 years. 

Mice are traditionally associ- 
ated with dirt and people often do 
not want their neighbours to 
know they have mice. 

Mousetrap sales used to be “a 
plain brown wrapper, under the 


counter job,” according to Proc- 
ter. Even now. Parry says, local 
research shows people in this part 
of Wales will often go to another 
town where they are not known 
to buy their traps. 

Traps are still the most effec- 
tive method of killing mice, be 
says. 

“Poisons will never outdo 
traps: They take 24 hours to work 
and in that time the mouse can 
have mated with another, and the 
offspring may be immune.” 

And mice are not far behind 
rabbits in their breeding capacity. 
Parry says. They start breeding at 
eight weeks and a pair can pro- 
duce 2,500 offspring in a year. 

With mild winters and plentiful 
titter on the streets mice and rats 
are flourishing, Procter says. 
Sales look good. 

Traps do not have to be com- 
plex. Sometimes the simplest de- 
signs work best, he says. 

Procter Brothers’ Little Nipper 
mousetrap, which the firm claims 



is the world's bes:-seiLir.£. is un- 
changed from its la VS dcser.. 

It is one cf nuny variations cf 
the breakvback trap — a simple 
block cf wood with a powerful 
spring that snaps shut 02 the 
mouse's head. 

Procter says it needs a force of 
2.5 pounds (l.S kilos ) to kill a 
mouse cleanly. The Little Nipper 
gives a mouse 10.38 ntiiiiscconds 
to escape. 

Even if the 20th century has 
produced few of the best traps, 
modem civilisation does have 
something so offer in mouse 
baiting. 

Cheese is out cf fashion. 
Peanut butter is in. 

Anything sweet will do. Parry 
says. Chocolate c: raisins can also 
work, but if you use a dry piece of 
bait a clever mouse will lift it off. 

One Londoner who has had 
trouble with mice, but declined to 
be named, swears by strawberry 
yoghurt. 


The emperor and empress of Japan 

Broken traditions continue 
to draw frowns in Japan 


By Eric T alma dge 
The Associated Press 
TOKYO — When the heir to 
Japan’s throne announced more 
than 30 years ago that he would 
wed a commoner, the nation's 
former aristocracy lamented the 
end of an era. 

Already stripped of their titles 
by ihe allied occupation forces 
: following World War n, they 
| were being confronted with the 
end of another birthright — sup- 
! plying the throne with empresses. 

Michiko Shoda. the wealthy 
businessman’s daughter who be- 
came the first commoner to mar- 
ry a future Japanese monarch, 
- has since brought a quiet revolu- 
tion :o an ancient and tradirion- 
! bound institution. With the sup- 
port of her husband. Emperor 
Akihito. she has brought a sec- 
luded and often mysterious 
palace closer to the people. 

Empress Michiko, who turned 
5b this w eek . will stand beside her 
husband next month as he is 
formally coronated. 

“The people of Japan were 
very happy that Michiko was 
chosen.” said Minoru Hamao, a 
former imperial chamberlain who 
also served as a tutor to Emperor 
Akihito years ago. 

“Bu: within the old nobility 
there was a good deal of jealousy* 
— they wanted their own daugh- 
ters :o be selected,” said Hamao. 
who also oversaw the education 
g: one of Akihito's sons, the 
crown prince. “The opposition to 
Michiko remains strong to this 
day.” 

Michiko met then Crown 
"Prince .Akihito on a tennis court 
in 1V57. Not only did Michiko 
and her partner win the doubles 


match against the future 
monarch, she also won his affec- 
tions. Thcv were wed April 10, 
1959. 

Besides being an avid tennis 
player, the empress is said to be 
fluent in English and an accom- 
plished harp and piano player. 

The warm smile for which 
Michiko was known has been 
replaced with a quiet reserve over 
the years, and fatigue is often 
dear in her expression. 

“She met with a great deal of 
opposition along the way\ and in 
her face you could tell when her 
life was particularly difficult." 
said Midori Watanabe, a profes- 
sor of women’s studies at Bunka 
Women's University. 

Hamao, who served the impe- 
rial family for 20 years, described 
Michiko as strong-willed, 
thoughtful and ’"clever, but not 
wise.” 

“She is too concerned with her 
popularity, and has her servants 
go out and buy weekly women's 
magazines to see what they are 
writing about her," Hamao said 
in an interview. “The emperor 
would not worry about such 
things." 

He said that although Michiko 
is not a Christian, her Catholic 
education gave her a strong sense 
of perseverance and the ability to 
withstand the pressures of her 
rank. 

Watanabe, a former reporter 
who covered the palace for more 
than two decades for a Japanese 
television network, described 
Michiko's impact on the throne as 
“historic, reflecting the democra- 
tic society of postwar Japan." 

“She has done more to open up 
the palace to the people than 


anyone else.” Watanabe said. 
“Just being who she is has also 
attracted the nation to her." 

And, Watanabe said, without 
the precedent set by Michiko. the 
wedding early this summer of the 
royal couple's younger son. 
Prince Akishino, to another com- 
moner, Princess Kiko, might not 
have been possible. 

Kiko is the daughter of a pro- 
fessor of far humbler means than 
Michiko's wealthy father, and 
lived in a small apartment with 
her family until moving to the 
palace. 

Hamao said Michiko’s greatest 
accomplishment has been to give 
Akihito what he most wanted — 
a family life similar to that of 
“common” Japanese. 

With Akihito's consent. Michi- 
ko began breaking palace tradi- 
tion soon after the birth of their 
first child. Crown Prince Naruhi- 
to. She made it clear that her 
children would not be taken away 
and raised by strangers. 

No longer were women hired 
to breast feed the royal heir at 
night, and a kitchen was arranged 
so that Michiko could fix her 
children's school lunches. 

Hamao said he was probably 
the first chamberlain allowed to 
scold an imperial heir, and that 
he did so just as he would with his 
own children. 

“I had the full approval of the 
emperor and empress, but it took 
a lot of courage, since, after all. 
the child I was disciplining is 2 
future emperor," he said. 

The former chamberlain said 
that to this day the emperor and 
his family still call him “Mr. 
Hamao," a sign of respect that 
was inconceivable before the war. 
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The first 4 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
AMyyah Girls SctHJoi 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TaL 63896$ 
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Professional Quality m 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 
30 % Uurgmr 

From mnlargo- 

20 x 30 
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Saudi Real Estate 


Italian shoes. 
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silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 
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Furnished & unfurnished 
aper:menis & villas for rent 
in Wes! Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 





Many villas and apartments] 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-1 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

(For further details, please 
call 

lAbdoun Real 
Estate 

[Tel. 810605, 810609, 

.Fax: 810520 




II 




For the best 
for your 
MONEY... 
ADVERTISE 


in the 


CHEN f $ 
CHINESE 
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Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
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Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
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b:30 - Midnight / 
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Kitchenette in every 
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Gullit finally scores for AC Milan 


By Reuters 

AC MQan fans had their patience 
rewarded at long last Sunday 
when Dutch International Ruud- 
Gullit sealed his return from in- 
jury with his first Italian League 
goal in 19 months. 

“I dedicate this goal to Milan 
who had so much faith in me,” 
the tall Dutchman, who missed 
most of last season with a knee 
injury, said after hitting his 
team's equaliser two minutes 
from the final whistle at Napoli's 
San Paolo Stadium. 

Argentine Diego Maradona, 
who had put Napoli 1-0 ahead. 
' five minutes earlier from a penal- 
' ty, was among the first to con- 
• gra tul ate Gullit after the match 
— to the Dutchman's delight. 

“Gullit is smiling,” declared a 
. front-page headline in the popu- 
lar La Gazzetta Delio Sport 
newspaper Monday. 

The draw meant Milan stayed 
top of the league, one point 
ahead of city rivals Internazionale 
who prepared for Wednesday’s 
UEFA Cup second-round, first- 
leg match at Aston Villa in Eng- 
land with a 6-3 thrashing of early- 
season leaders Pisa. 

Lazio trainer Dino Zoff, 


abruptly dumped by Inventus as 
coach last year, r e tur ned to Turin 
and was roundly applauded by 
the local fans who still miss him. 
The match ended (WJ. 

Napoli, who face Spartak Mos- 
cow in the European Cup 
Wednesday, will be without 
Brazilian striker Cazeca who in- 
jured his left thigh Mien he slip- 
ped while trying to save a bafl. 

In France, star-studded 
Marseille were beaten 2-1 at 
Sochaux, their second loss in four 
games tins season since coach 
Franz Beckenbauer took over. 

“Sochaux played very well from 
start to fi ni sh - The result is only 
logical. But we did not play too 
badly,” Beckenbauer said, in an 
apparent attempt to stave off 
controversy. 

But his players did not share 
his point of view. 

“It was a disaster from the first 
to the last minute. We simply (fid 
not play. It is a harder blow than 
our first befeat against Cannes,” 
International defender Bernard 
Casoni said. 

In die Netherlands, both Ajax 
and PSV Eindhoven came under 
fire for lacklustre performances 
at the weekend. 


“Ajax play with broken wings” 
read the headline in the Alge- 

meea Dagblad newspaper after 
tiie Dutch champions and league 
leaders drew 0-0 against 16 th- 
placed PC Utrecht, 

Cup Winners PSV had a 3-1 
victory against RKC WaaJwijk 
.bat won no accolades for their 
style of play either. 

They also suffered a string of 
injuries, with Brazilian striker 
Romano taken off with an ankle 
injury ajad Romanian Giga 
Popescu substituted after suffer- 
ing a groin strain. 

Spanish champions Real Mad- 
rid limped away from Real 
Oviedo with a 0-0 draw after 
goalkeeper Francisco Bdyo bad 
rescued the tt 0 **** 1 with a drama- 
tic penalty save in the 60th mi- 
nute. 

Real’s neighbours Atletico 
Madrid drew 0-0 on German 
Bernd Schuster's first home 
appearance for the dub against 
Burgos. 

In Germany, Bayern Munich, 
who face Bulgaria’s CFKA 
Sredetz Sofia in the second round 
of the European Cup Tuesday, 
bounced back from a spell of 
patchy form with a 6-1 defeat of 


Hamburg to take over at the top 
of the Bnndesfiga. 

After a 4-0 defeat by Cologne 
last week, coach Jupp Heynckes 
did some serious talking with his 
players during the week. 

It paid off as Bayern took over 
the top on goal d i ffe ren c e from 
Kaiserslautern who surprisingly 
lost 4-2 at Karlsruhe. 

Meanwhile Portuguese cham- 
pions Porto and Beafica kept up 
their pursuit of first division lead- 
ers Sporting Lisbon with 2-0 wins 
Sunday. 

Porto moved to within two 
points of Sporting, who won their 
aighrii successive league matt-h by 
beating National Madeira 2-0 
Saturday, with a controversial 
away victory over SetubaL 

The home team claimed Fer- 
nando Couto scored the 35th 
minute opening goal with his 
hand. Antonio Semedo made it 
2-0 with a fine solo goal five 
minutes fr om time . 

Benfica, one point behind Por- 
to with a game in hand, had little 
trouble disposing of another 
Madeira team. Unioa, who did 
not help their cause when midfiel- 
der Dragan Markovich missed a 
first half penalty. 


Senna determined to equal 
Frost’s three world titles 


SUZUKA, Japan (R) — Ayrton 
Senna, the new Formula One 
world drivers’ champion, is deter- 
mined to do all be can next 
season to equal Alain Prost’s 
three world titles. 

Already a record-bolder with 
51 pole positions — his nearest on 
the list is Scotsman Jim Clark 
with 33 — and twice a champion, 
the Brazilian declared after Sun- 
day’s controversial Japanese 
Grand Prix that be still had more 
to prove. 

After celebrating his second 
championship at Suzuka, Senna 
pledged to test through the winter 
if necessary to help keep his 
McLaren team ahead in the 
world’s top formnla of motor 
sport. 

“I think we might be a little bet 
behind Ferrari right now,” he 
said of the Italian led by his 
French rival Frost. “But there a 
plenty of time and we aie all 
aware of this. . ’ 

“We want to be as strong again 
as we were in 1988. We are all 
professionals and if we need to 
test all year to see through the 
programme for the best car for 
next year then that is what (Au- 
strian) Gerhard (Berger) and I 
will do,” be said. 

Sena’s pledge to pursue even 
higher targets will be bad news 
for everyone else on the grid in 
the new year. 

The 30-year-old driver from 
Sao Paulo proved Sunday that he 
possesses not only abundant skill 
and dedication in the cockpit of a 
Formula One car but also a ruth- 
less streak which once again led 
him into a feud with his former 
team mate Prost. 

- The pair collided at the first 
corner of the race and a disgusted 
Prost later accused Senna of de- 
liberately shunting him off the 
track — and thereby winning the 
title. 

Senna, who said be did not 
“give a damn” about Frost's aitio-' 
.isms, explained the thinking 
’behind his racing philosophy — 
•and revealed some of his (fififer- 
! races with the Frenchman when 
; he saidr “Nothing is really going 
;to change my life.” 

• “I love winning and I love 
•going fast and I love breaking 
.‘records and I love finding new 
’situations where I can find myself 
getting better and better,” he 


said. 

“To improve and get better is 
what I love and motor racing 
gives tins to me. I wiO carry on as 
long as I have tins feeling,” he 
said. 

“The experience you get year- 
after year counts a lot for you to 
be more thoughtful in your driv- 
ing. Thinking about driving with 
your mind instead of with your 
heart. 

“I think I have learned a lot 
over the years and I have im- 
proved a lot consistently. . .race 
after race, year after year. And I 
hope I can continue to do so the 
same, in the future.” 

As Senna looked ahead to 
further glory and a chance to 
even the honours with Prost, it 
was dear that Prost was looking 
for ways in which to restrict the 
Brazilian’s aggressive style. 

Prost even threatened to give 
up Formula One if the sport’s 
ruling body FISA failed to find a 
way qf.controfling the man he 
thinks is patting everyone else at 
risk. 

He said: “They must make 
changes in the regulations. If 
there are no changes, then it may 
not be possible for me to cany 
on. I am not prepared to fight 
against irresponsible people who 
are not afraid to die.” 

While the two continued their 
war of words, Benetton cele- 
brated their one-two in Sunday’s 
race. 

Brazilians Nelson Piquet and 
Roberto Moreno finished first 
and second — Piquet winning his 
first race since 1987. 

Afterwards, Benetton director 
Flavio Briatore dedicated their 
pe rf o r mance to Alessandro Nan- 
aim, the Italian Benetton driver 
who is recovering after an opera- 
tion to sew back part of iris arm, 
severed in a heUoopCer crash 10 
days ago. 

“One way or another, the year 
seems to be ending in a dramatic 
way for us but this win has given 
us great hope for next year,” 
Briatore said. 

Nannini was released from the 
Florence hospital Monday. 

“He’s doing well, he’s essen- 
tially out of danger,” said Dr. 
Carlo Bufafim, who took nine 
hours to stitch NanninTs arm 
together on Oct. 12. 
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Opening lead: Nine of * 

There way be more to bridge than 
Talleyrand thought when he re- 
marked to someone who admitted 
he did not play whist, the ancestor 
of bridge: "Then you are doomed to 
a lonely old age, my son.” There’s a 
weekly game in Palm Beach, Fla., 
during the winter season where the 
average age is over 80. The standard 
of play, however, remains remark- 
ably proficient . 

Witness this gem by Percy Klin- 
genstein, a 94-year-old retired sur- 


geon who still attends weekly 
conferences at Mt. Sinai Hospital in 
New York. He held the South cards 
on this band and reached a sound 
"contract of four spades. 

West led the nine of clubs to 
East’s ace, and the dub return was 
taken by the king. Declarer cashed 
the king of diamonds, came to hand 
with a high crump and ruffed a dia- 
mond. He returned to hand with the 
remaining high trump and ruffed 
another diamond. East overuffed, 
but was endplayed. Since East did 
not open the bidding. West surely 
held the king of beans, so had East 
returned a heart, declarer would 
have played low and held his losers 
to one trick in each suit except for 
hearts- 

Instead. East returned a club. De- 
clarer ruffed, cashed the ace of dia- 
monds and exited with a diamond. 
Now West had to lead away from 
the king of hearts to South's queen 
and the contract was home. 

East thought he could have de- 
feated the contract by refusing to 
overruff. Klingeostein disagreed. 
Declarer came to hand with a club 
ruff and led the ace of diamonds, 
which East still couldn’t ruff. So 
declarer crossed to the ace of beans 
and ruffed another dub for his 1 0th 
trick! 


Manchester United, Arsenal 
charged after soccer brawl 


LONDON (R) — Manchester 
United and Arsenal were charged 
with bringing soccer into disrepu- 
te Monday after their English 
League match at Old Tr afford 
Saturday descended into a 21- 
man brawl 

The EnflKA Football Associa- 
tion (F.A.) said tiie dubs had also 
been charged with a second off- 
ence under a regulation gov- 
erning their responsibility for 
players’ behaviour. 

The F-A. bad received a report 
from referee Keith Hackett on 
tiie 60tb-minnte incident, which 
held up the match for two mi- 
nutes, and expected to hold their 
inquiry early next month, a 
spokesman said. 

Arsenal and Manchester, who 
have both promised internal in- 
vestigations, have been given 14 
days to respond to the charges. 

The incident flared up follow- 
ing a dash between Swedish in- 
ternational Anders Limpar, scor- 
er of AzseaaTs winning goal, and 
United defender Denis Irwin. 

Arsenal goalkeeper David Sea- 
man was the only player on the 
pitch not involved. 


When order was restored, the 
referee booked Limpar and team 
.mate Nigel Winterbum. 

Last season Arsenal were fined 
£20.000 ($38,980) and warned ab- 
out their future conduct after 
similar trouble in a league match 
at Highbury against Norwich, 
who were fined £50,000 
($97,450). 

The F-A. could impose a heavy 
fine on Arsenal and United or 
even deduct league pants. 

United Manager Alex Fergu- 
son later disriphned players who 
had been involved in the brawl, 
although he refused, to identify 
the individuals concerned or spe- 
cify their punishment. 

“Fve had the players in this 
morning and we went through the 
video of Saturday’s incident 
together,” Ferguson said. “We 
have taken the ap p rop riate ac- 
tion.” 

Ferguson said he had acted 
swiftly to pun ish his players so 
■that they could then tun their full 
attention to Tuesday’s Euro- 
pean Cup Winners’ Cup second- 
round, first-leg match against 
Welsh side Wrexham. 


Ivanisevic beats Leconte 
to win EC championship 


ANTWERP, Belgium (AP) — 
Goran Ivanisevic of Yugoslavia 
combined lightning serves and 
booming gro midstrokes to beat 
Henri Leconte of France 6-2, 7-6, 
(8-6), 4-6, 4-6, 6-1 Sunday and 
win the l.l-mfifion-dollar Euro- 
pean Community championship. 

The fourth-seeded Ivanisevic 
Mew a two-set lead against the 
hustling, creative Leconte, before 
regaining the initiative with his 
power game in the final set. 


Ivanisevic, 19, received 
$250,000 for his first win in the 
prestigious exhibition event. The 
nnseeded Leconte, 27, got 
$160,000. The tournament is now 
offering a $1 million, diamond- 
encrusted gold iacet to the first 
player who wins it three times in a 
five-year span. 

The Yugoslav, ranked 11th in 
the world, had lived dangerously 
throughout tiie tournament. 


UAE beats Jordan in 
under- 16 Asian soccer 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — Host United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) and China' con- 
tinued their im pre ssiv e form in 
the fourth Asian Youth Soccer 
Championships in Dubai with de- 
risive victories over Jordan and 
India, respectively. 

The UAE beat Jordan 5-1, 
with the score 44) at half-time. 
The Chancre recovered after con- 
ceding an earty goal to India to 
win 3-1. China trailed at half-time 
0 - 1 . 

Both UAE and China, having 
won their first two Group A 
qualifying matrices, seemed cer- 
tain to quality for the semi-finals ■ 
of this seven-nation tournament 
on Oct. 26. 

In Group B, Qatar, South 
Korea and Indonesia are battling 
for the semi-final berths. South 
Korea and Indonesia drew 1-1 
Saturday. 

UAE burst ahead with three 
goals within four minutes in the 


fist half, by Saad Hassan in the 

sixth minute, Saeed Kha ims m 
the eighth and Ahma40BMM b 
the 10th. lAddMotiaMMrf Wide- 
ned the lead in the 26th misate 
and Khantis connected again In 
the 63rd. 

Jordan’s only reply was a fine 
shot by Mmntaz Jouda in the 61st 
minute. 

Vijay Kumar put the Indians 
ahead in the eighth minute, but 
China struck bade after half-time 
on two goals by Li Yuzhangin the 
49th and 76th minutes and one by 
Thnang Yi jq the 56ti> tO SDStdl 
the victory. 

Seven teams divided into two 
groups axe taking part in this 
10-day tournament which began 
Friday. Saudi Arabia has pulled 
out because of the current Guff 

The top three teams from tins 
competition will qualify for trie 
nnder-16 world championship in 
Ecuador next year. 


Martinez wins Arizona Classic 

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (R) — Top seed Condnta Martinez of 
Spain successfully defended her tide at tire $150,000 Arizona 
Tennis Classic when she beat unseeded American Marianne 
Werdel 7-5, 6-1 Sunday. Martinez, ranked 10th in the world, 
claimed her second title of the year and a $27,000 winner’s check 
using the same strategy that carried her to the final without the 
loss of a set. The 18-year-old Spaniard delivered an array of 
off-speed, looping grotmdstrokes that kept Werdel from finding 
any rhythm. “I knew if I wanted to beat her, I had to hit high balls 
to her,” Martinez said of her tactics that kept Werdel pinned to 
the baseline. “She was very difficult to play and hits tiie ball very 
hard.” Werdel, who upset second seed Amy Frazier, fourth seed 
Susan Sloane and fifth seed Lori McNeil on her way to the final, 
put up a good fight during tiie first set of the 78-minute match. 

Rosset beats Wilander In Lyon 

LYON (AP) — Marc Rosset of Switzerland won his first indoor 
title Sunday, beating Mats Wilander of Sweden 6-3, 6-2 in the 
$500,000 Lyon Grand Prix Te nnis Tournament. “I wanted to win 
a tournament before the end of tiie year and today I’ve made it,” 
Rosset, the No. 6 seed, said. Rosset, 19, dominated Wilander, a 
former No. 1 player who is in a two-year slump, during tiie 
1-hour, 15-minute match. Rosset got off to a slow start in the first 
set, but a double-fault and forced error by Wilander in tiie eighth 
game gave the Swiss player a service break to put him up 5-3. He 
then held serve to win the set. In the second set, Rosset jumped to 
a 5-1 lead. 

Soviets dominate Wiling r 

OSTIA, Italy (AP) — Soviet wrestlers dominated the World 
Greco-Roman Wrestling Championships, winning six of the 10 
gold medals Sunday. Germany, fielding its first united team at a 
world championship sports competition, won two golds, while 
Hungary and Cuba captnred one apiece. Soviet wrestlers reached 
the final in nine of the 10 weight classes, ranging from 48 kilos 
(106 pounds) to 130 kOos (286 pounds). The Soviets topped the 
team standings with 95 points, followed by Hungary with 49 and 
Germany with 44. More than 200 athletes from 47 nations took 
part in the three-day competition, held in this seaside resort 
outride Rome. 

Australian wins Kyoto singles title 

KYOTO, Japan (AP) — Australian Kristine Radford rallied to 
defeat Japan’s Rika Hiralri 6-7 (2-7), 6-3, 6-3 Sunday to win the 
Bridgestone Japan Women's Tennis Circuit tournament. Trailing 
1-3 in the third set, Radford, the No. 3 seed, saved two break 
points in the fifth game and then took the next four games to win 
the match. Radford then paired with Australian compatriot 
Keny-Anne Guse to defeat the Japanese pair of Yasuyo Kijita 
and Hindu 6-3, 6-4 for the doubles title in the played at the 

Kyoto Obatagawa. Tennis Court in western Japan. 
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horoscope 


FORECAST PCW TUESDAY OCTOBER 23, 15W , 

By Thomas & Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll flfoMw Foundation 

terests and dean*; in to? evening 

join good friends at pleasant re- 
creation*- 4 

y n» a- (September 23 to October. 
22) Get ywn ideal arranged town 

can make more progress in outside 
world in confidence with m advi- 
gor, ftk evening do what will briny 
a bigwig closer to yon. ■ 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novea-: 
ber 21) Consider well those to- 

pew ventures with which 
yon wish to be connected from «n 

enlarged stance; tonigit go to 
tome new site with a “ 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
-first day of Scorpio brings you m 
dose contact with well i nformed, 
■creative individual* who are well 
.known in toe field your wanti ng to 
develop a career in. listen,... 

ARIES: (Maid) 21 to April 19) 
Fine organise yonr day’s e ffort so 

they are productive of best resoles, 

then be steady in continuing to 
p roc eed with them; tonight enjoy 
home pleasures. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Think what you can do of a crea- 
tive nature today and then get into 
-tee specifics of doing just that 
while tonight join a companion in a 
hobby. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) You 
have some duties at your residence 
that are dear to you is the morning 
so use every spare moment to get 
than wefl done; tonight fix a new 
budget. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Devise a conree where you 
can get in touch with whomever 
you have some important dealing, 
then do your own job; tonight you 
can build up your vitality. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
sider yonr various income and 
liabilities and a tte n d to them in a 
scrupulous manner toiday and yon 
raise credit; tonight discuss money 
matters with mate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September- 
22) Put as much time as possible 
today upon yonr own personal in- 


SAGTTTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Take some time oat 

to the goodwill of an influen- 
tial person who can be helpful to 
you then in the evening do what 
builds up 'your assets. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have a chance to 
eribige your present activities by 
some inspired ideas in the morn- 
ing, teen think of ways to cany 
these out quickly. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Any imp o r t an t business 
matters facing you have a good 
rfwncffr of working out well by 
going into them this very good 
jday, be thorough. 

PISCES.' (February 20 to March 
20) Quickly get into some new 
ideas about patting across your 
talent in the morning and make it 
operate successfully; tonight enjoy 
any e n t er t ain ment you like. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


• nWsyCMIMWadbW.il 
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"I'd help you with the dishes 
except I’m too tired to push the 
start button on the washer.” 


.3 fait, 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
ig by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


DABIE 


IE 

OJ 


•*WBS 

• llc 


ACTUI 

r 


_c 


_L 


ROYLOP 


nr 



BON 

ECK 



_L 



Looks Iks we're 



V/HAT THE SKEPTIC'S 
OUTLOOK IS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— ^A-cmunnj” 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: KEYED HOUSE EXCITE PURIFY 

Answer Her appeal sprang from this— 

HER 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy 


B. Martin 


ACROSS 
- 1 Maudlin 
sentiment 
5 Chagall 
9 Navigates 

14 Against . 

15 In the 
distance 

16 “Sesame 
Street" name 

17 Phone 

18 Gam or 
Tuehlngham 

19 Goose genua 

20 Tribunal of 
prelates 

21 Sociable 
23 Powers 

25 Stagger 

26 Author 
Fleming 

27 Sp. hero 

28 Lexington sch. 
31 Bower 

34 Burrowing 
animal 

38 Advertising 
light 

37 Humdinger 

38 Evergreen 
shrub 

39 Sicilian resort 

40 In addition 
‘41 Low card 

42 Bums 1 river 

43 Wash. VIP 

44 Beam 

45 Actress 
Farrow 

46 Activist 
48 Hastens 
53 Hazardous 

56 Division wor<j 

57 Of the ear 
'68 Brusque 
59 Part of Hi 
W Seem 

61 Being 
*61 At one: abbr. 
■63 Atomize 
<64 Stag 
■85 Transmit 

DOWN 

■ 1 "Treasure of 

Sierra — “ 

■ 2 UAW or CIO 



Cl MgTrtow w mm, sarnie—, toe. 

Aft FSgfeU Reewnd 

Ywtarday’s Panto Selw 


3 Condition 

4 Very funny 

5 Rim 

6 Burning 

insr 1 ”" 

o Gun 
9 Scorched 

10 Palmer of golf 

11 Bankrupt 

12 Stead 

13 Homilies: 
abbr. 

22 Arabian 
gazelle 
24 Long fish 
27 Pottery 
stuff 

29 One: pref. 

30 — instant 
(quickly) 

31 Mountains 

32 Reign 

33 Bungler 

34 Bloody — 

30 Cadiz cheer 
36 infamous 


nnnn nnnnn ni 
nnnn nnnnn nr 
nnnnnnnnnnnnr 
nnra nnnn nnf 
^nnnra nnn i 
qrnranrc nnnnn 
nnnn nmnrinpr 
nnnnn n nn nru 

nnnnnnnnn m 

nnnrani nnnf 
nnnn 
nnnn r 
HHnS^nnnnniinr 
EJgnn nnnnn nr 
nnnn nnnnn nr 


42 Tune 
44 Indeed 
« Assemble 

47 FL dty 
38 Bella' or Rir$o 49 Anathema 


50 Vacuo 

51 Fi 

52 Secun 

53 Go by 

54 Meat i 

55 Chiller 
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Sri Lanka 
to request 
more aid 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanya (/j>) 

Sri Lanka will ask for $850 mfl- 
Bon in aid from developed coun- 
tries and donor agencies at a 
meeting in Paris Tuesday, a fi- 
nance ministry official said Mon- 
day. The aid request “will be to 
meet a myriad of economic prob- 
lems, pins tbc big one caused by 
the Gulf ensts,” said finapff 
ministry spokesman Prabath 
Manawasmghe. The request, if 
approved, would be S100 minion, 
■more than Sri Tanka received last* 
year. Officials estimate Sri Lank- 
a’s losses at three trillion rupees 
($75 mfllion) this year as a con- 
sequence of Iraq’s Aug. 2 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. That figure in- 
cludes $32.5 million in remitt- 
ances from 90,000 Sri i 
working in Kuwait and an oil bill 
S25 nriTti rm higher than expected. 


Biggest bank in U.S. 
posts 38% profit drop 

09 — Citicorp, the biggest banking companv in the 
united State, has said its profits slumped 38 per cent in the third 
quarter of the year. 

w , 9* t * c ? or P naderecorcd the jitters spreading through 
°”“£ banking industry as the economy spurters, and the bank 

pMcted the worst was far from over as it joined a string of big banks 

nit by delinquent real estate loans. 

Manufacturers Hanover Coip, the eighth-largcst U.S. bank, 
meanwhile reported a profit of $77 million for tbc quarter but set 
asme millioos to cover potential loan defaults. 

Earnings at Citicorp, Manufacturers Hanover and other big banks 
might have been even worse had it not been for strong profits from 
foreign currency trading, industry analysts 
N f w York-based aticoip wrote off $201 million and put aside 
another $82 million in the quarter, largely to cover delinquent real 
esmte loam and write-offs on leveraged buyouts. 

This ate into its net income, which fell to $221 million, or 56 cents 

iaoo re " from $358 million, or 99 cents a share, in the third quarter of 
I 787 . 

“Citicorp believes that it has aggressively responded to deteriora- 
tion of domestic real estate values... (but) this market has not yet 
stabilised,” hte company said. 

^Oticorp shares fell on the report, losing SI. 125 to dose at $13 on 
the New York Stock Exchange, where it was the most active issues. 


U.S. tobacco 
exports surge 

PRINCETON, New Jersey (AP) 
— Hie U.S. tobacco industry 
recorded a trade surplus of $2.5 
billion for the first half of 1990, 
an increase of $554 billion from 
the same period last year, an 
industry group has said. Hie Un- 
ited States exported S2.9S billion 
worth of tobacco products and 
raw leaf during the first six 
months of 1990, according to 
Thomas Slanc, a vioe-presideM of 
the Tobacco Merchants Associa- 
tion. The bulk of this, $2.2 bil- 
lion, was finished products, in- 
cluding shipments of 73.7 billion 
cigarettes worth $2.05 billion. 
The United States imported $463 
million worth of tobacco during 
the first half of the year, most of 
which was bulk leaf, Slanc said. 
The United States ran an overall 
trade deficit of $41. 1 billion dur- 
ing the first half of the year. Slanc 
attributed the increased surplus 
to the lowering of trade barriers 
against American cigarettes. 


Oman’s oil-driven economy to reap 
windfall from high prices this year 


Pakistan’s post-election govemmei 
to inherit huge economic headache 

iv*t aw ATI arv m\ <nr« 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Whoever 
wins Pakistan’s elections 
Wednesday will inherit a huge 
economic headache that will call. 
*far some very unpopular jded- 

SODS. 

The first is likely to be a steep 
rise in petrol and diesel prices, 
. held down by the government for 
electoral reasons despite .the 
wodd rise caused by the Gulf 
crisis. 

But with foreign exchange re- 
serves only enough to cover one 
day’s imports, Pakistan needs 
swift help from other countries 
and institutions. Action on fuel 
prices will be the minim um de- 
manded in return, economists 
say. 

The effect of what could be a 
25 per cent oil price rise will 
worsen inflation, already in dou- 
ble figures. 

A recent opinion poll showed 
prices as the average voters top 
concern. 


“We are veiy worried about 
the economy,” caretaker Cabinet 
Minister Kamal Azfal said in an 
interview. “Whoever comes into 
power will have to grapple with 
some very serious problems.” 

As long as Wednesday’s elec- 
tions are dearly free and fair 
there will be no shortage of good- 
will for Pakistan, one of the main 
economic victims of the Gulf 
crisis. 

Caretaker Finance Minister 
Sartaj Aziz says the crisis could 
cost the country around $2 billion 
a year in higher oil prices, loss of 
remittances from the tens of 
thousands Of P akistanis that have 
fled Kuwait and Iraq, and a cut in 
trade. 

An economist in Islamabad for 
a major donor said they were 
very sympathetic to Pakistan’s 
position and wanted to help. 

“The government is going 
through a difficult time but (has) 
to put (its) own bouse in order ” 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 

• 

Monday, October 22, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 



U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dentscbemarfc 
Swiss franc 
French franc 

Boy Sd 

652.0 656.0 
12TL5 1280.1 
432* 435.4 
5112 515.3 
129.2 130.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian Era (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 

516.8 

383.8 
116.6 
57.8 

210.1 

519.9 

386.1 

1173 

58.1 

211.4 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 

1.9500/10 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1695/1705 

Canadian dollar 


1.5075/80 

Deutschemarks 


1.6990/7000 

Dutch guilders 


1.2730/40 

Swiss francs 


31.00/05 

Belgian francs 


5.0465/0515 

French francs 


1129/1130 

Italian lire 


126.25/35 

Japanese yen 


5.5850/5900 

Swedish crowns 


5.8440/90 

Norwegian crowns 


5.7475/7525 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

368.80/369.30 

U.S. dollars 
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said the economist. “Pakistan is 
going to have to come up with a 
credible, coherent and sustain- 
able programme of economic 
adjustment.” 

Holding ofl prices steady might 
have been politically vital for the 
government, installed after Presi- 
dent Ghulam Ishaq Khan dismis- 
sed prime minister Benazir Bhutto 
in August, but its impact on the 
deficit and balance of payments 
has been severe. 

Pakistan, placed in the second 
league of Gulf casualties after 
Jordan, Turkey and Egypt, hopes 
to get some of the emergency aid 
being set aside for nations 
harmed by the crisis. 

Aziz returned from Saudi Ara- 
bia and Abu Dhabi last week, 
saying he believed they would 
provide $500 million to help 
Pakistan deal with its immediate 
problems. 

And foreign bank officials said 
Sunday that the government 


would soon sign a commercial 
loan package worth $200 million 
to finance oil imports and rice 
exports. 

Together that would give 
Pakistan time 10 take enough 
action to satisfy the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World 
Bank that they should provide 
emergency assistance, and a 
package of quickly disbursing 
funds could be in place within two 
months. 

But Pakistan would first have 
to agree to a fresh economic 
reform programme that would 
probably indude a commitment 
to broaden the tax base, cut fiscal 
and trade deficits and squeeze 
money supply and credit. 

Payments on a previous reform 
package agreed just before the 
last elections in 1988 were defer- 
red in June because of Pakistan's 
failure to meet a series of econo- 
mic targets. 



WORLD STOCK 


TOKYO — Tokyo stocks closed firmer, marking the first time in 
1990 the Nikkei average has charted gains for six consecutive 
days. It rose 589.37 to 25,070.86. 

SYDNEY — A breakdown in U.S. budget talks cut short expected 
gains on the Australian share market after Wall Street and the 
Nikkei surged. The All Ordinaries index dosed 4.1 down at 
1,364.6. 

'HONG KONG — Steady buying of safe blue chips and bursts of 
interest in a few minors drove stocks up to close solidly higher. 
r Tbc Hang Seng index closed 23.61 up at 3,015.56. 
'SINGAPORE — Shares dosed on a firm note as investors went on 
a baying spree after the Malaysian general elections. The Straits 
Times industrial index dim bed 33.38 to 1, 173.23. 

BOMBAY — Shares fell on selling triggered by row over a 
disputed religious site which threatens to bring down Prime 
Minister V.P. Singh’s minority government. The Bombay Stock 
Exchange index dropped 56.78 points to 1,223.40. 

ZURICH — The market ended slightly lower. The SPI shed one 
point to dose at 954. 

PARIS — French stocks dosed lower as the market wound down 
ahead of Tuesday’s monthly settlement. The CAC-40 index fell 
4.75 points, or 0.29 per cent, to end at 1639.95. 

LONDON — Stocks ended firmer supported by a fall in oil prices 
and the cut in the U.K. September current account shortfall 10 
£845 million. The FTSE dosed at 2,102, up 13 points. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips were trading off session lows at 
midday, but were under pressure from continued profit-taking 
and concern over lack of a U.S. budget plan. The Dow 30 lost 
about 27 to 2,494. 
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DUBAI (R) — Oman is looking 
forward to a windfall from higher 
world oil prices this year due to 
the Gulf crisis, after die govern- 
ment announced better than ex- 
pected economic figures for 1989. 

Independent economists said 
the largely-descrt sultana t e of ab- 
out 1.5 million people, where 
government spending is a key 
indicator of overall growth, might 
even achieve a budget surplus in 
1990 after years of deficits. 

“Final government accounts 
for 1989... show significant in- 
crease in revenues, a moderate 
expansion in expenditure, and a 
notable improvement is the fiscal 
position" over previous forecasts, 
the central bank said in a report. 

The latest figures from the 


Oil prices 
fall to $30 

NEW YORK (AP) — Crude oil 
futures prices plummeted more 
than $3 a barrel in heavy- trading 
Monday amid optimism that a 
peaceful solution to the Gulf cri- 
sis may be on the horizon. 

Prices tumbled in London and 
plunged when trading shifted to 
New York as the markets reacted 
to comments by Saudi Arabian 
defence minister Prince Sultan, 
who suggested that Arab coun- 
tries were willing ic grant Iraq 
“all its rights.” 

"The statement has really got- 
ten the markets unsettled," sa:d 
Andrew Lebow. an analyst with 
E.D.F. and Mac International 
Inc. "There is some expectation 
that maybe an Arab-proposed 
solution... is in the cards.” 

Market observers called Sul- 
tan’s comments the most concilia- 
tory since the crisis began. 

In early dealings on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange, the 
contract for November delivery 
of light, sweet crude was off $3. 14 
at $30.65 a 42-gallon barrel. The 
contract had traded briefly below 
$30 before inching higher. 

The decline comes on the heels 
of further losses Friday, when the 
November contract settled down 
$3.01 a band. 

Earlier in London, North Sea 
Brent blend crude oil for Decem- 
ber delivery fell to $29. 10 a barrel 
in early afternoon trading from 
$32.40 lace Friday. 

Prices of refined products also 
fell sharply. The contract for 
wholesale unleaded gasoline for 
November delivery, which lost 
more than 5 cents Friday, was 
trading at 80.75 cents a gallon 
(3.8 litres) on the New York 
Merc, down a steep 7.16 cents. 
Home heating oil was down 7.01 
cents a gallon at 80.90 cents after 
the near-term contract lost 8.11 
cents Friday. 

The market interpreted Sul- 
tan's comments 2 s a sign that 
Saudi Arabia was prepared to 
agree to Kuwait ceding some land 
to Iraq. Traders pushed prices 
lower on the belief that this de- 
velopment might lead to a peace- 
ful resolution of the Gulf crisis. 

Activity in London was fairly 
light as many traders stayed on 
the sidelines waiting out the de- 
cline. 


bank, received in Dubai; showed 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
grew 16.4 per cent in the first 
quarter of 1990 over the same 
period a year ago. 

GDP ax current prices in 1989 
grew 10.4 per cent to 3.23 billion 
rials ($8.5 billion) after a 2.6 per 
cent fall in 1988, the bank said. 

Tbc key to economic perform- 
ance is revenue from the state- 
run oil sector, which in 1989 
accounted for more than 80 per 
cent of total revenues and about 
two-thirds of spending. 

Oman has for years followed a 
conservative policy when estimat- 
ing the price it expects for its oil 
in the coming budget year. A 
world oil glut in the 1980s justi- 
fied its caution. 


In 1989, Oman was paid an 
average $16.25 per barrel for its 
oil after only $13.52 in 1988. 

But this year oil prices leaped 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait, trig- 
gering fears of a major war. 
Omani oil has been selling for 
more than $30 a barrel, against as 
official forecast of $15 for 1990 
made earlier in the year. 

The price dropped to around 
$27 this week on reduced Gulf 
tension. But the average for the 
year likely to be way above the 
forecast price, which should 
boost 1990 revenues above the 
budgeted 1.4 billion riyais ($3.7 
billion). 

The provisional 1990 deficit 
was set at 313.4 million riyais 
(SS23 million). 


Central bask figures showed 
1989 revenues rose 12.6 per cent 
to 1.35 billion riyais ($3.55 bil- 
lion) while expenditure rose 5.4 
^per cent to 1.64 billion (4.3 tril- 
lion ). 

Oman's long-term strategy is to 
develop the non-oil sectors of its 
economy, particularly farming 
and fisheries, with its oil revenue. 

Proven oQ reserves of some- 
where over four billion barrels 
are small by Gulf standards, but 
Oman manages to produce 
around 700,000 barrels per day. 

With an eye on firmer oil prices 
in the 1990s, Oman signed a $500 
million contract last week with 
U.S. firm Brown and Root to 
increase output by up to 150,000 
barrels per day. 


Soviet economy worsens 
In first 9 months of ‘90 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union has released details of 
falling production and living stan- 
dards', after parliament approved 
an historic switch to a market 
economy. 

The state statistics committee 
Goskom&iat published figures 
showing falling industrial output 
and declining exports of crude 
oil, a major hard currency earner, 
during die first nine months of 
this year. 

“The figures. .. bear witness to 
a further intensification of the 
crisis in society. Production con- 
tinued to fall... the economy be- 
came more unmanageable,” Gos- 
komstat said in its introduction to 
tiie figures, which appeared in the 
weekly Ekonomika I Zhizn (Eco- 
nomy and Life). 

The Soviet Union looks certain 
to record its second consecutive 
trade deficit this year after 13 
years of surpluses. 

Although imports remained 
stable during the first nine 
months of 1990, exports fell by 12 
per cent, mainly due to a drop in 
trade with the countries in East- 
ern Europe. Until the political 
revolutions of 1989, these formed 
pan of a close-knit Soviet Bloc. 

Most alr amin g was the per- 
formance of the oil industry. 

The Soviet Union is the world’s 
largest crude oil producer and 
needs to export as much as It can 
to benefit from the current high 


prices to cut its hard currency 
deficit. 

But the dilapidated state of the 
industry’s equipment is taking its 
toll. Exports of crude oil in the 
first nine months of 1990 fell 6.3 
milli on tonnes, while production 

slumped 23.5 million tonnes to 
433 million tonnes. 

Petrol production fell five per 
cent and exprots fell by 2.1 mil- 
lion tonnes. Diesel exports drop- 
ped by 2.2 milli on tonnes. 

CoaJ production also suffered, 
falling 27 million tonnes to 528 

milli on lOOUCS. 

Hinting at a tough winter to 
come, Goskomstat said supplies 
of oil and coal to power stations 
had dropped by five and two per 
cent respectively. 

The food situation was little 
short of disastrous, despite this 
year's record harvest. Production 
of meat — still in very short 
supply — fell four per cent. 

"There were serious problems 
with food production. The 
population could only buy three- 
quarters of its needs (from state 
shops),” Goskomstat said. 

Rationing in various forms ex- 
ists throughout the country. 

Other information about the 
first nine months of 1990 shows 
that: 

— Overall production was only 
99.1 per cent of that registered in 
the same period of 1989; Gross 
national product fell by 1.5 per 


cent. 

— Exports fell by six billion 
roubles ($11.1 billion) to 43.5 
billion roubles (S3! billion). 

— imports edged up 0.1 billion 
roubles ($0.2 billion) to 52.5 bil- 
lion roubles ($97 billion). 

— Imports of meal shot up 71 
per cent, while those of tea rose 
25 per cent and grain 17 per cent. 

— Consumer goods accounted 
for 36 per cent of all imports. 

— Families spent five per cent 
more on food and 12 per cent 
more on other goods, while prices 
of vital foodstuffs rose 5.6 per 
cent. 

— Inflation rose nine per cent. 
Independent economists say it is 
now running at 20 per cent or 
more. 

— The shortage of goods 
boosted black market prices, 
which are forecast to rise by 200 
to 300 per cent by the end of 
1990. 

— The time lost through strikes 
and other disputes increased by 
60 per cent and cost more than 
one billion roubles (SI .95 bil- 
lion). On average, 50,000 people 
a day were absent from work due 
to strikes. 

— Unemployment was calu- 
cated at two million, but Gos- 
komstat said only 137.5 million 
people out of the 164 million 
capable of working were in em- 
ployment. It gave no explanation 
for the apparent discrepancy. 


France faces spreading strikes 
oyer government economic policies 


PARIS (R) — Thousands of 
teachers and students marched 
through central Paris Monday as 
unions stepped up protests 
against Prime Minister Michel 
Rocard’s economic policies. 

Electricity and transport work- 
ers, taxi drivers and even judges 
are also planning protests this 
week. 

The government’s 1991 budget, 
which is now before the national 
assembly, aims to bold down 
spending and taxes. 

Economists have described it 
as sober and sensible, but unions 
have attacked it as too stringent. 


About 25 schools in the Paris 
area have been hit by strikes over 
staff levels and conditions. 

Judges, magistrates and state 
prosecutors have joined the pro- 
tests against what the unions con- 
sider meagre government 
funding. 

They will take to the streets 
Tuesday in a rare public protest. 
Union officials expect a total 
shutdown of the French legal 
system. 

The communist-led CGT 
labour federation has called on 
workers on the Paris metro, bus 
and suburban railway networks to 


strike Tuesday in protest against 
administrative changes. 

To make the Paris commuter’s 
misery complete, taxi drivers plan 
a 24-strike on the same day to 
press demands for higher tariffs 
to offset rising fuel costs. 

The CGT has called on elec- 
tricity and gas workers to stop 
work Wednesday and Thursday 
in what could be the most damag- 
ing industrial action. 

The federation plans to hold a 
rally at the national assembly 
Thursday to protest against a new 
tax. the social contribution. 


oTlqaba Svm. 

Fumished Tourist Flats 

Two bedrooms, lounge. living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea 
views. Rent: Daily, weekly and monthly. 

Call Aqaba tel. 03/313512, fax: 03/314339 

CAR FOR SALE 

Citroen, 1986 mode! BX 19 GT - c.c. 1900, five speed, 
WA/C, mileage less than 50,000 kms, in good condition. 
Note: Duty unpa'd. 

Call (714440). 


HELP WANTED 

Live-in maid wanted for an EC Diplomatic family of 
two adults and two boys (11 years). 

Some years experience as live-in is necessary. 
Maid must be able to do some cooking. 

Tal: 668191 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL 

THE BRITISH CURRICULUM SCHOOL 
IN AMMAN . 

Wanted urgently to begin work as soon as possible, 

INFANT TEACHER 

■Applicants must be U.K. qualified and be up to date with 
current U.K. trends in Primary Education. A knowledge of 
the U.K. National Curriculum is desirable, but not essen- 
tial. The post is initially teaching 3rd year infants and is 
vacant almost. immediate 

He— write to the school for an application form or 
telephone the Head Teacher** secretary on 84107& 


FURNISHED SUPER DELUXE 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 2 bathrooms, 
independent central heating, full American style furniture, 
garage, with TV, telephone and intercom-. 7th Circle. 

Call: 815211, 826227 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Each consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon and 2 bathrooms. 
Location: Jabal Amman - near Fourth Circle - AJ Malfoof Al 
Sharqi - near Hisham Hotel. 

For more Information, please call 
tel: 810415/6 - Amman. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Looking for translator perfectly fluent in written and 
spoken English and one of the following Yugoslavian 
languages: Slovenian or Serbo-Croatian, for employment. 
Good command, in typerwriting and administration is 
necessary. 

Applicants should contact tel. no. 645597. 

FI ease forward fall details by 1 November 1990. 

W ALCAZAR HOTEL 

WINTER SPECIALS 

Ratesuom as low as: 

JD 6:000 per person with Corn, breakfast 
(sharing twin bedroom) 

Set meals from JD 1.500 
Learn to dive or just “Discover Scuba" 

Learn about the Marine life of Aqaba diving, snorkelling or with a visit 

to the Marine Science Station Aquarium. 

Discover the desert trips and camp-outs. 

Ptw contact ue for mora I nf or ma t i on and reservations; 
P.O-Box 382 Aqaba - Jordan, TUf 62242 GAZAR JO 
TsL 962-3*314131/2, Fax 982*3-314133 
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Mahathir routs opponents 
to win Malaysia elections 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 

Minister Mahathir Mohammad 

began a third term in power 
- Monday after rooting a combined 
opposition challenge in 
Malaysia’s general election to 
; emerge with a comfortable two- 
thirds majority. 

His 10- member multi-racial 
' National Front Coalition took 
127 of the 180 parliamentary seats 
in the weekend polls, Malaysia’s 
eighth since independence in 
1957. 

"This shows that the people 
want a strong government,” 
Mahathir , 64, told reporters early 
I Monday. 

Malaysian share prices opened 
strongly after the victory, with 
the Kuala Lump or Stock Ex- 
change composite index climbing 
16.19 points or 3.4 per cent to 
492.98 by midday Monday. 

1 the surge were com- 

panies linked to Mahathir’s Un- 
ited Malays National Organisa- 
tion (UMNO) party, the domi- 
nant partner in the coali t ion. 

With the two-thirds majority, 
Mahathir can push through leg- 
islation in parliament easily and 
need not fear threats of defection 


from coalition members. 

Opposition leader Razaleigh 
Hamzah, 53, whom analysts said 
wonld be die biggest challenge to 
Mahathir since he took office in 
1981, admitted his alliance per- 
formed below expectations. 

Razaleigb’s Semangat 46 (Spir- 
its of 46) party, which broke from 
Mahathir’s UMNO, won only 
seven of the 12 parliamentary 
seats it held previously. Its depu- 
ty leader, Rais Yatim, lost to a 
relative unknown. 

Analysts said the opposition’s 
Mure to make significant gains 
in the parliamentary polls showed 
that Razaleigh had far less sup- 
port among politically dom in a nt 
Malays than be thought. 

“Semangafs goals, including 
denying Mahathir die two-thirds 
majority, have failed,” political 
scientist Murngesu Path- 
maaathan said. "It speaks well of 
the faith the people have in the 
rating coalition.” 

“The economy also has a part 
to play,” ope analyst said. The 
swing to oppos i tio n among ethnic 
Chinese did not come as strongly 
as expected because of the boom- 
ing economy.” 


"The Malays wore confused 
over Razaleigb’s ambitions,” the 
analyst said. ‘The best thing they 
did was to go'back to where they 
stood before’'.’’ 

There was some comfort for 
Razaleigh in his home state of 
Kclantan where the opposition 
took all 13 parliamentary seals, 
ousted Defence Minister Tengkn 
Ahmad Rithanddeen, Deputy 
Agriculture Monster Mobamed 
Ahmad and state rhirf 
Minister Mohammad Yaacob, . 
and won all 39 state amenably 
seats. 

Other government casualties 
were Science, Technology and 
Environment Minister Stephen 
Yong, Deputy Works Minister 
Luhat Wan, both from Sarawak, 
and the Chief Minister of Penang, 
Lim Chong Eu, who was toppled 
after 21 years in office by Demo- 
cratic Action Party leader Lim 
Kit Siang. 

Another opposition success 
was in the Borneo state of Sabah 
where the Bersatu Sabah Party 
(PBS), consisting mostly of Ro- 
man Catholic Kadazan triha- 
people, won 14 of 20 parliamen- 
tary seats. It defected from 



Mnhathfe 


Mahathir’s coalition last week. 

Razaleigh is a prince of the 
Keiantan royal family and the 
state is a fundamentalist Muslim 
stronghold. 

The dean sweep of Keiantan 
by tiie o p po si t i on Muslim parties 
of Parti Islam Se-Malaysia 
(PAS), Razakagh’s Semangat 46 
(Spirit of 46) and Beijasa ended a 
12-year reign by Mahathir’s coali- 
tion in Keiantan. 

“We lost not because of (gov- 
ernment) policies but because of 
the "parochialism prevalent in 
Keiantan,” Mahathir said. 

About eight million of 
Malaysia’s 17.4 million popula- 
tion were eligible to vote in the 
polls which were monitored by a 
Commonwealth observer group. 


Filipino gunmen kill labour leader 


MANILA (R) — Gunmen killed 
a moderate Philippine labour 
leader Monday and Communist 
hit-squads said they would not 
allow anyone to inte rfere with a 
general strike called for 
Wednesday. 

Four gunmen armed with .45 
catibre pistols burst into tbe office 
of Oscar Lazaro, S3, head of one 
of the largest t ran s p ort uaions, uMe he 
and four others were having hack, 
police and witnesses said. 

After ordering all in the room 
to lie face down on the floor, they 
took money and valuables before 
shooting Lazaro and fleeing. 

No tme has dahned responsi- 
bility for die killing bat the .45 is 
the favoured weapon of “spar- 
row” hit squads of the Commun- 
ist New People’s Army (NPA) 
which have killed several hun- 
dred people since President Gom- 
zou Aquino came to power in 
1986. 

The hit-squad headquarters 
issued a st at e m e nt s up po rtin g the 
general strike being organised by 
left-wing unions. 

The C o mm u n is t organisation 
said it would "mobilise all its 
forces and its wide networks of 
mass snpport to ensure that the 
people’s insurrectionary spirit 
will not be hindered by scabs and 
saboteurs.” 

Another labour leader, 
Adriano YumuL, head of a small 
Dock Union, was stabbed to 
death Monday. Police said they 
were still investigating the cir- 
cumstances. 


The unions calling the strike 
want a 38 peso ($1-50) rise in the 
basic daily wage. They also want 
ahah to farther ofl price ris es and 
subsidies for basic commodities. 

O rganise rs said Monday that 
3.5 million workers around the 
country would join the strike but 
they gave the gov ernm ent until 
Tuesday to offer a co mp ro m ise. 

The gov ernm ent’s wage board 
wfll meet again Tuesday to try to 
head off the strike, officials said. 

Lazaro’s anion is part of the 
Trade Union Congress, a large 
mode ra t e group that wan t s more 
negotiations with the government 
before a strike. 

Last month when left-wing un- 
ions called a general strike, Tiade 

Union Craigr rfw- a ffiHatffri unions 
did not take part and it did not 
attract wide support. 

Most gover nm e nt workers who 
had said they would start a work 
action Monday stayed cm the job, 
according to go v e rnm ent offices 
and police. One gov emm ent- 
workera’- tnriou official said they 
wouULwait for the general action 
Wednesday. 

President Corazon Aquino 
appealed to workers in a radio 
address Sunday to consider the 
future of their country and their 
companies. 

“For short-term gains, ptease do 
not endanger die very ciistm c e 
of your employer firms by asking 
for imreaKstic wage increas e s ,” 
die said. 

Meanwhile, military rebels 


rUm. they are forming Imkg with 
Communists and other dis- 
affected groups for a “trig bang” 
against President Corazon 
Aquino before her term ends in 
1992. 

Renegade Maj. Abraham 
Purugganan the Hatm dur- 
ing a clandestine interview with 
Fflipmo rep or t er s last Saturday. 
By agreement among the repor- 
ters and P urugga nan, the inter- 
view was not made public until 
Monday. 

Purugganan, sought after a 
coup attempt last December, said 
a new coalition, die Democratic 
Front for Fflipinism, would seek 
to launch a “nationalist revolu- 
tion” to oust Mrs. Aquino and a 
new government 

"We will be definitely flooring 
fast before 1992,” Pnragganan 
said. “We win just have (me big 
bang.” 

Purugganan said the new 
alliance was formed on Oct 17 
during a secret conclave, in winch 
a civilian with the alias of Felix 
Servando was named chairman. 

The alliance includes the 
Young Officers Union, a sha- 
dowy military faction linked to 
the December coup attempt, as 
well as members of various Com- 
munist o rganisa tions. 

Mrs. Aquino has survived 
seven military revolts since die 
took power in the Febr uary 1986 
"people power revolution” tint 
toppled the late President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos. 


Colombo troops capture northern port 


COLOMBBO (AP) — Govern- 
ment troops captured strategic 
port town in the Jaffna peninsula 
from Tamil rebels, bilking an- 
isolated army outpost to a milit- 
ary airstrip, officials said 
Monday. 

It was the latest advance 
daimed by the government in a 
six-day-old offensive on • the 
northern peninsula, which is 
mostly controlled by rebels of the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam. 

The officials said one soldier 


was killed and 19 wounded Sun- 
day when troops fought tbeir way 
into Kankesanthnrai, a coastal 
town six kflometres nort h west of 
Palah Airport. 

The military h« maintained a 
c amp near the town which has 
been unde r rocket and mortar 
fire since the rebels broke a 13- 
month ceasefire in June. 

“The rebels, after initial resist- 
ance, withdrew from the state- 
owned Kankesanthnrai Cement 
Factory, where they have been 
using the machinery to turn out 


mines,” said one official on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

The bodies of six rebels and 15 
sacks of urines were recovered by 
troops, said the officials. 

The government offensive was 
launched Wednesday, a day after 
the state radio announced an 
indefinite curfew in the northern 
districts of Jaffna and Kili- 
noebdri. 

In their initial push, forces adv- 
anced south of the air ship and 
captured a number of villages and 
towns. 


Pakistan polls to be fought on 
single issue of Benazir Bhutto 


ISLAMABAD (R) — When 
Pakistan’s 48 nribioo voters go to 
the polls Wednesday there wfll 
only be one issue at stake — 
Benazir Bhutto. 

Thrown out of office on 
charges of c o r rup t i on and vilified 
as a “looter and plunderer” of the 
nation's wealth, Bhutto’s foes say 
Pakistan cannot afford her return 
to power. 

“She certainly is the main 
issue. Is there any doubt about 
it?” Caretaker Prime Minister 
Ghnlam Mustafa Jatoi said last 
week. Political programmes have 
been almost totally ignored. 

Before the last elections two 
years ago, Bhutto was compared 
by adoring crowds to the rising 
sun — “Benazir our hope, our 
faith.” This time round the chant 
is “Benazir is innocent.” 

President Ghulam Ishaq Khan 
accused Bhutto of presiding over 
massive corruption, nepotism and 
abuse of pom when he sacked 
her cm Aug. 6 and ordered new 
elections on OcL 24. 

Dedaring himslef determined 
to dean up Pakistan’s public fife, 
he set np special courts to hear 
charges of abuse of power a part 
Bftutto and several of her amah 
ters. 

The legal spotlight was also 
turned on Bhutto’s businessman 
husband, Asif All Zaxdari, 
arrested on Oct. 10 in connection 
with cases involving extortion and 


illegal bank loans. 

Bhatto .denounced the 
“accountability” process as a 
witch hunt against her and the 
Pakistan People's Party (PPP). 
Nawaz Sharif, leader of the anti- 
Bhutto Islamic Democratic 
Alliance (EDA), sees it dif- 
ferently. 

“It is a fight between two elec- 
tion alliances — one standing for 
unity, well-being and Islamuation 
and the other for secularism, dis- 
unity, goondaisxn (stron gman tac- 
tics), loot and plunder,” he told a 
Rawalpindi rally at the weekend. 

Had the election taken place 
on Aug. 7, few people doubt that 
Bhutto would have tort to the 
IDA, her popularity tarnished by 
accusations of inc om pe t e n ce and 
corruption during her 20 months 
in office. 

But Bhutto, the Western-edu- 
cated daughter of former Prime 
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 
fought bade in the way she knows 
best — as the underdog. 

Bhutto effectively used die 
persecution she suffere d in the 11 
years after her father was de- 
posed by General Mohammad 
Zia-Ul-Haq in 1977 to win power 
in 1988. 

Blaming Pakistan’s pow e rfu l 
and bureaucratic estab- 
ttus time for fabricating 
legal cases against her and her 
husband, she has clawed her way 


back. 

First she a ccused die military, 
Pakistan’s rulers for more than 
half its history, of being behind 
die “constitutional coup d’etat.” 
Then She turned her venom on 
tile 75-year-old president, calling 
him a stubborn (rid man who 
would have to go if she was 
re-elected. 

T«hx| Bmii nominated Bhutto 
as prime minister in 1988 after 
her Pakistan People’s Party won 
93 seats in the 217-seat National 
Assembly, making it the single 
largest minority party . 

This time, die PPP could again 
end up as the largest party, but 
die IDA says it is confident that 
with the help of reginal allies in 
Sind, Baluchistan and North-. 
West Frontier provinces it wfll 
* have a working majority. 

All sides agree that elections to 
tile 217-seat National Assembly 
will be won or lost in Punjab, 
Pakistan’s most powerful and 
populous province and Sharif s 
political heartland. 

fatdfigeuce estimates leaked 
by t he ca retaker government gjvc 
the PPP about 75 seats, the IDA 
a few more and the rest spht 
between the regional parties and 
independents. 

“Things are better than ex- 
pected. I have always been confi- 
dent but I drink that the last four 

days have gone very well," a 
senior gover nm ent source said. 


Nepal king 
makes big 
changes in 
constitution 

KATHMANDU (R) — King 
Birendra has shaken Nepal’s new 
democratic government by sub- 
stantially e*» n g"«g a draft con- 
stitution designed to formalise his 
transition from absolute to consti- 
tutional monarch. 

Senior political sources said 
Prime Minister Krishna Prasad 
Bhattarai had called a meeting of 
his 11-member cabinet Monday to 
fficrncc the crisis. 

They said the palace had 
altered the wording erf the draft in 
a way that gave King Birendra, 
who has to approve the final 
verson, substantial powers the 
ori ginal was designed to take 
away. * 

The sources said Bhattarai had 
sent a message to one of the 
king’s secretaries saying he might 
be compelled to resign if the 
palace insisted on the changes. 

They said at least two cabinet 
minhiKw were seriously contem- 


plating resignation over the 
palace draft, which was given 
back to the gov ernm ent 10 days 
after it was sent to the king. 

The la t es t of several deadlines 
for ann o un cing the draft is 
Wednesda y and the sources said a 
majority in the cabinet was fu- 
rious at what they saw as a palace 
{riot to delay promulgation of the 
co n st i t uti on. 


“Delays in promulgation of the 
constitution on some pretext or 
other have created an atmos- 
phere of uncertainty and suspi- 
cion,” Bhattarai told a Kathman- 
du rally Friday. 

“We were fighting for demo- 
cracy from outside the govern- 
ment. Now we’re doing so from 
w i t hin the government itself.” 

BhattaraTs government came 
to power in May after pro-demo- 
cracy demonstrators took over 
tiie streets of Kathmandu and 
brought down the king’s govern- 
ment. 

Birendra promised be would 
yield the absolute powers wielded 
by the throne and become a 
constitutional monarch. 


S. African 
black 

township 
mayor quits 

JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— A township mayor, who was 
one of South Africa's longest- 
serving Mack municipal leaders 
resigned and urged other black 
cooncfiot? to do the same, citing 
dissatisfaction with the national 
government. 

Tom Boya. who was mayor of 
Daveyton Township for 10 years, 
quit unexpectedly Sunday during 
a rally at the township east of 
Johannesburg. He also 
announced he was resigning as 
head of the United Municipalities 
of South Africa, an organisation 
of local black councils. 

Many township residents 
oppose the idea of local blade 
councils, saying blacks should 
work to end apartheid through 
non-gov e r n mental organisations 
such as tire African National Con- 
gress (ANC). Like many Mack 
municipal leaders, Boya had been 
under p r e s s ure to resign. 

“This was the wish of the peo- 
ple. They wished me to resign 
from the local anthority struc- 
ture, and I’ve decided to do so,” 
Boya said. 

He accused the g o ver nm ent of 
not meeting towship needs and 
said other black councilors should, 
also step down. 

At the same rally, Boya’s depu- 
ty mayor and two local councilors 
also announced they were quit- 
ting. 

Meanwhile President F.W. De 
Klerk left South Africa Monday 
on a trip focusing on the Nether- 
lands, ancestral homeland of his 
Afrikaner people, in a farther 
sign that his political reforms 
have given him international sta- 
ture. 

De Klerk, who began to dis- 
mantle apartheid after he was 
elected president in September 
last year, wfll discuss his plans to 
end white minority rale and plead 
for an easing of sanctions. 

The Netherlands, one of the 
harshest critics of apartheid, was 
among the first countries to im- 
pose economic and cultural sanc- 
tions against Pretoria. 

Mandela in Australia 

Meanwhile Nelson Mandela was 
received as an honoured guest by 
the Australian government Mon- 
day but some aborigines were less 
friendly. 

Mandela arrived for a five-day 
stay in Australia after visiting 
India and Indonesia, which sup- 
plied a presidential jet for the 
flight to Darwin. 


Delhi suspends takeover 
of disputed temple site 


NEWDHLHI, India (AP)— The 
go v e rnm ent backed away from its 
co mprom ise aimed at solving a 
Hindu-Muslim dispute that has 
daimed scores of lives and 
t hre atens to bring down the gov- 
ernment, newspapers reported 
Monday. 

With the compromise rejected 
by both Hindu and Muslim 
groups. Prime Minister VJ, 
Singh »«d senior cabinet minis- 
ters shelved plans to take over 
property surrounding a s hri n e 
darned by both refigtons, the 
Hindustan Times and other ma- 
jor dailies said. 

Government meetings on the 
dispute have been taking place 
daily and federal officials were 
expected to do meet Monday 
with drief mini s te rs from all Iridi- 
an states. 

The dispute centres cm a 16th- 
century mosque in the Hindu 
holy town of Ayodhya, a dusty 
town in the remote north Indian 
plains r evered by Hindus as the 
birthplace of the God Rama. 

Fundamentalist Hfodns say the 
mosque, called the Balm Masjid, 
was built by Muslim conquerors 
on the foundations of an ancient 
Hindu temple. The Visbwa Hin- 
du Parish ad, the Hindu World 
Council, has vowed to start re- 
binkfing the temple on Oct. 30. 

Muslim activists, led by the 
Babri Masjid Action Co mmi ttee, 
have vowed to thwart the temple 
construction, since the planned 
edifice would supplant the ex- 
isting mosque. 

Last Friday, to try to avoid 
confrontation until a lasting solu- 
tion can be found, Singh’s gov- 
ernment obtained a presidential 
ontinanoe acquiring disputed lots 
surrounding the mosque. The 
idea was to preserve the mosque 
while the Indian Supreme Court 


jtried to reach a speedy resolution 
of legal cases that have been 

bogged down for decades in local 

courts. 

That idea was doomed when 
ti» Hindu World Council and the 
Babri Masjid Action Committee 
independently and em ph a ti c ally 
rejected the government's plan. 

The controversy over the 
shrine in Ayodhya, 500 
kflometres east erf New Delhi, has 
deep political implications for 
Singh and his minority coatitiott 
go v er nm ent 

To forge a workable affiance 
against former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi’s Congress Pttty, 
Smg h needed support from, both 
extremes of the country’s political 
spectrum: The Communists and 
the Hindu right-wing Bharatiya 
Janata Party, or Indian People’s 
Party. 

Tbe Bharatiya Janata Party has 
th reatene d to withdraw its sup- 
port if tiie go ve rnm ent prevents 

cons tru ction of a new temple to 
Lord Rama on tbe spot currently 
occupied by the mosque. 

The party’s leader, Lai Krishna 
Advani, is leading a caravan of 
supporters through northern In- 
dia’s Hindu heartland to demons- 
trate and heighten popular de- 
mand for the temple project. 

Although the region is pre- 
dominantly Hindu, there are 
many Muslim villages along the 

way and towns with large Muslim 

populations. 

Earlier this month, more than 
80 people died in Hindu-Muslim 
riots precipitated across India by 
the rdigioas showdown. Hindu* 
co mpri se 82 per cent of India’s 
880 mflbon people, while Mnsr 
fins make qi 12 per cent. 

Advani is scheduled to reach 
Uttar Pradesh, tiie state where 
Ayodhya is located, Wednesday. 


Greek conservatives seal 
win in run-off local polls 


ATHENS (R) — Greece’s ruling 
conservatives ‘retained the coun- 
try’s second largest city in run-off 
local elections Sunday and said 
there was dear public support for 
their austerity policy. 

Prime Minister Constantine 
Mrtsotakis hailed the results as 
more positive than expected and 
-a confirmation of tbe Greek peo- 
ple’s confidence in his govern^ 
meat. 

“Supported by public ap proval 
the government will continue its 
effort for tbe recovery of our 
country and our «Kng economy 
in particular,” be said in a tele- 
vised news conference. 

In their latest victory, the con- 
servatives narrowly took the 
northern port Salonika, Greece’s 


second largest city. Last Sunday 
thefr candidate thwarted Socialist 
actress Mtima Mercouri in her 
bid to be mayor of Athens. 

In tiie doae race for Salo nika, 
conse rv ati v e-backed Dinos Kos- 
mopouku won 50.9 per cent of 
the vote and left-wing Dimitris 
Fatouros 49.01 per emit. 

Rnn-off elections took place m 
142. rnmridpaKties where candi- 
dates faded last week to win over 
50 per cent of tiie vote, required 
to become mayor. 

Official results crane out a day 
later but NfitsotiJns daimed the 
second round of elections proved 
more successful for his New 
Democracy Party than tiie first, 
in which it won 35 out 43 munici- 
palities that (hanged hands. 


Kenya severes relations with Norway 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya said 
Monday it was breaking off di- 
plomatic relations with Norway 
following an increasingly bitter 
row over the activities of Kenyan 
dissidents based there. 

A statement from the Kenyan 
Foreign Ministry accused Norway 
of befog an accessory to illegal, 
activities carried out by what it 
called fugitives. 

The Norwegian ambassador 
was given seven days to dose 
down his embassy' and leave the 
country. 

Tbe move by Kenya followed a 
row with Oslo over dissident 
politician Koigi Wa W amw c r c 
who was charged with treason 
after mysteriously returning from 
exile in Norway. 

On Saturday, Kenyan Presi- 
dent Daniel Arap Moi attacked 
Norway for rtprru a ng concern 


over Wamwere. 

The statement signed by Fore- 
ign Minister Wilson Ndolo Ayah 
accused tbe Norwegian govern- 
ment of taking a hostile attitude 
towards Kenya fra some time. 

“Recent events have demons- 
trated beyond any reasonable 
doubt that the go vernm ent of 
Norway has been an accessory to 
illegal activities by those Kenyan 
fugitives bent on imdei milling the 
stability of the country and its 
constitutionally elected govern- 
ment,” it said. 

Wamwere, a former member 
of parliament, and three others 
were charged Friday after befog 
arrested for planning an armed 
campaign to destabilise the gov- 
ernment. 

Wamwere fled to Norway in 
1986 and founded a clandestine 
opposition group called tbe Ke- 


nya. Patriotic Front. 

Norway protested to Kenya 
Thmsday over tiie anest of Wam- 
were, who was granted political 
refugee s t a tu s fay Norway, and 
asked a United Nathan human 
rights group to investigate his 


Kenya has angrily rejected 
accusations from exiled Kenyans 
in Sweden that Wamwere was 
abducted and brought home by 
go v er nm e n t agents. 

In Oslo., tiie Foreign Ministry 
called a meeting to Hho^ the 
move. 

"There is — currently a meet- 
ing at the highest political level 
and there will be a statement' 
covering both tiie political and 
aid aspects," said Svein Tomaas, 
a spokesman at.the aid section of 
the Foreign Ministxy. 

Kenya has no embassy in 
Norway. 
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Henry V named 
beet film 

LONDON (AP) — Kenneth Bra- 
nagh’s version of SbakespeareT 
Henry V was named the year’s 
best Pw by the British Film 
Institute. Dame Judi Dench pre- 
sented tbe award to the film’s 
producer, Stephen Evans. The 
film also won the technical 
achi e v ement award, which was 
presented to Evans, Ray Hany- 
. hausen and actor Brian Blessed. 
Branagh, who directed tbe film 
and performed tiie title role; was 
working In California, but tele- 
phoned hs congratulations. Stan 
at te nd in g tbe ceremony at the 
National Film Theatre included 
Joan Collins, Robert Wagner, 
Daiye Wendy Hiller, Terence 
Stamp, Stefanie Powers and 
Twiggy. There was a special 
.award to Hollywood director 
Tied Zumeman, who became a 
fellow of the British Film Insti- 
tute for his contribution to the 
movie industry. 


Russian groups form largest opposition movement 


MOSCOW ( AP) — More than 30 
Russian groups have united to 
form the nation’s largest political 
bkx opposing the Communist 
Party, and the new movement 
demanded that Kremlin leaders 


resign. 

National legislators and key 
officials of tiie Russian Republic 
attended the two-day founding 
conference of the Democratic 
Russia Movement, the broadest 
grouping yet to openly challenge 
President Mikhail S. Gorbachev. 

But tbe co n f er e n ce glossed 
over sharply divergen t views 
among the republic's various 
groups, and gave them the right 
to poll onx of tbe movement. The 
movement’s chances of 
a unified political force were un- 
certain. 

Many small parties have been 
seated since the Communist Par- 
ty surrendered its constitutionally 
guaranteed monopoly on power 
last February. None, including 
tiie new-bloc, have anywhere 
near the Communists' 18 milli on 
members. 

The new movement joined 
Christian Democrats with labour 
unions, scholars with peasants, 
and Red Army officers with dis- 
abled veterans. They united 
around a broad platform that 
called for Russian sovereignty as 


well as the resignation of Gor- 
bachev and his prime rhinzster, 
Nikolai Ryzhkov. 

The platform underlined grow- 
ing disenchantment with the 
Soviet leader. 

The conference also formed a 
commission to organise “civil dis- 
obedience” if n eces sar y. It was 
not dear under what conditions 
dvfl dnobedfeace would be used. 

It delega t ed another commis- 
sion to find ways to cre ate a* 
market economy in Russia, tiie 
Urged and most populous of tiie 
15 Soviet republic*. 

A fledgling coalition b et wee n 
Gorbachev and Boris N. Yeltsin, 
the reformist president of tbe 
Russian Republic, fell apart after 
the Soviet president balked at the 
radical economic programme 
backed by Yeltsin. 

"Gorbachev finally showed 
that he has moved to the right” by 
rejecting radical economic re- 
forms lot week, prominent legis- 
lator Yuri Boldyrev told the 1,272 
delegates. They met m a central 
[Moscow movie 

Alter hi 
voted by a show "of hands to 
approve a draft-declaration form- 
ing tiie Democratic Russia Move- 
ment, then appl au d ed fra nearly 

B "Kfte* of 


coordination of tbe activities for 
the unity of democratic forces... 
to carry out the progress i ve, 
radical political and economic re- 
forms in Russia,”"' according to 
tbe draft, published Sunday by 
the independent Postfactum 
News Agency. 

The movement wz& be ran by a 
21-member Coordinating Council 
and will mriade a council of 
representatives and yftatpr 
body to make sure all me m b er s’ 
view* are beard, according to the 
decl ara tion. 

The draft also “guarantees the 
independence of every associated 
member... in choosing his 
strategy and tactics.” 

Tbe final version will be pub- 
lished next week in the move- 
ment's newspaper, said Oleg 
Rumyantsev, leader of tbe Social 
Democratic Party of Russia and 
member of tiie new Coordinating 
Council. 

Following Sunday’s vote, the 
celebratory air in the hall sub- 
sided and officials proposed 
several supplementar y planks and 
dozens of minor resolutions. 

In an indication of dkag r e e- 
ments to come, several delegates 
demanded that tiie ™*»i call 
only for Ryzhkov’s resignation be 
expanded to include Gorbachev. 
‘Others from the Soot applauded 


tbe suggestion. 

“But we have no union, so 
what does it matter whether the 
president resigns?” an official 
retorted. A delegate echoed, 
‘^why demand either resign? Just 
create a market econo m y and the 
government will fail an ywa y .” 

The delegates changed the 
to include Gorbachev, 
and the resolution passed by a 
large majority. 

Cooperation among tiie va- 
rious groups was not assured. 

In a survey of 628 dehwwtnt 
taken Saturday by the indepen- 
dent firm |“Mnahnri^." ne a tl y a 
quarter said they wonld not sub- 
sume their own goals to those of 
the movement. Only 11 per cent 

isafa they would follow the move- 
ment over their own party, while 

57 per cent said they would seek a 

co mp ro mi se position. 

The poll gave no margin of 
error. 

fa a pan of support for leaden, 
Ydtsin was by fer the most popu- 
lar with 89 per cent, followed by 
.Leningrad Mayor Anatoly Sob- 
chak with 55 per cent Gorbachev 

received only 8 per omit support . 

The poll concluded that defe- 
8*tc* were united mainly in their 
opposit io n to the C ornnmmt 
Pnty and in their support for 
Yeltsin. 


Americans admire 
wealthy, but doubt 
their honesty 

WASHINGTON (R) — Most 
Americans admire rich people 
and want to join them, even 
though they feel the wealthy are 
more likely to be dishonest, snob- 
bish, uncharitable and racist, a 
new survey shows. According to 
the survey, released Sunday, 55 
per cent of Americans respect 
and admire the wealthy, while 58 
per cent want to be rich and 27 
per cent think they will be rich 
some day. Rich people are 
viewed as intelligent, industrious, 
well-educated and even better 
looking than poorer folks, said 
the survery. But 66 per cent of 
those polled said they think rich 
people trad to be dishonest, 78 
per cent think they are snobs. 74 
per cent flunk they tend to be 
uncharitable and 55 per cent 
think they are more likely than 
most to be racists. 

Tiger bites off boy’s 
finger 
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CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico 
(AP) — A Bengal tiger bit off the 
finger of an U-year-old boy 
attending a small CUCUS fa this 

northern Mexico . City, officials 
said. Maria de Lo6 Guerreros 
Quinflmh, mother of tiie boy, 
told court investigators, here that 
her son Samuel had gone to visit 
the circus before starting work as 
a box boy at a market across the 
street. She said the boy told her 
tii at he had put bis hand through 
the bars of tiie cage and the tiger 
bit it, according to tbe account 
published by the newspaper El 
Diario de Juarez. Doctors attend- 
ing the youth said he had lost 
almost all of the right ring finger, 
but was otherwise in no danger. 
The official Notimex news agency 
quoted Roberto Rubio, director 
of investigations for the Chi- 
huahua state attorney general, as 
saying the tiger would probably 
be confiscated by federal author- 
ities as a danger to the public. 

Man gets married, 
kisses bride and 
leaps off a bridge 

FAYETTE VTLLE, West Virgi- 
nia (AP) — About 300 daredevil 
jumpers bounded, flipped and 
somersaulted off the New River 
Gorge Bridge, faffing 267 metres 
to the river below. One 
bridegroom also took the leap. 
Four parachutists were injured, 
including one who hit his head on* 
a rock on the riverbank, o fficials 
said. It was not immediately 
known if the injury was serious. 
High river water pro m pted au- 
thorities to limit jumpers to one 
leap at a time, at intervals of at 
least a minute, from the second 
tallest bridge in North America. 
The Ann u al Bridge Day event 
routinely attracts up to 300 para- 
chutists, many of whom belong to 
the U.S. BASE Association. 
BASE stands for Building, 
Antenna, Span and Earth. Satur- 
day's hi g hlig ht, however, was the 
unrehearsed marriage of Tom 
King and Vivian Taylor, a Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, couple, fbl-' 
'lowed by the groom’s leap from 
[the bridge. The two, in tradition- 
al wedding dress, were married 
on top of a small, portable stair- 
case that was used by jumpers as 
an approach ramp to the side of 
the bridge. About 75 invited 
guests and thousands of bridge 
day spectators watched, shouting 
and clapping throughout the 15- 
mnute ceremony. Shortly after 
the ceremony, two wedding 
guests, two groomsmen and 
“faR* stfll wearing his tuxedo, 
leaped from the bridge. King and' 
JP* °* ** groomsmen, Andy 
jumped at the same 
time, an exception to the day’s 
Irele of one jumper at a time. 





